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To the Rev. Mr. GREENE, 


On the Publication of ſome Memoirs of 


THEoOPHILUs LoBB, M.D. F. R. S. 


A Religiaus, the only reaſonable Lie; 
or Reaſon and Religion the ſame. 


J. 


HAT man with reaſon is endow'd, 
Is univerſally allow'd ; 
All, all this honour boaſt. 
But yet, in myriads of mankind, 
The traces of a reas'ning mind 


Are quite exfinct and loſt. 


II. a 


Where is our reaſon when the ſoul 
Is ſubject to the groſs controul 

Of ev'ry brutiſh luſt ? 4 
Say, is it fit that flaves ſhould ride, 
While kings are walking at their fide, * 
Ortrodden in the duſt? Eccl, x. 7. 
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III. 


Shall he, who at the ſhrine of wealth, 
Will ſacrifice his eaſe and health, 
His conſcience, and his God 
Be number'd with the rea&gning race? 
The wretch of reaſon's the diſgrace, 
A hard uniceling clod ! 


IV. 
To graſp the glitt ring bubble Fame, 


What ardour, what inceflant aim 
Fill the ambitious mind ! 

This mighty madneſs oft has hurl'd 

Terror and misry round the world, 
And waſted half mankind. 


V. 


Folly, a wild erratic flame, 


. Glaring, and comet: like, the name 


Of wiſdom oft afſunies; 
But wiſdom is a placid ray, 
And like the luſtre of the day, 

Refreſhes and illumes, 


CE 
VI. 
Pronounce him wiſe, who lives to heav'n 


In what's denied, and what is givin 
Through Vfc's uncertain ſcene ; 

Who owns his God in good beſtow'd, 

And bows beneath affliction's load, 
Submiſſive and ſerene. 


VII. 


Pronounce him wiſe, who guides his way 

By what th'unerring ſcriptures ſay ; 
Who to the world is juſt; 

Who to the ſons of want is kind; 

Who walks with God with lowly mind, 
And makes Him all his truſt. 


VIII. 


Reuſon and piety the ſame 

In nature, differ but in name; 
The Good alone are wiſe: ; 
Heav'n hastheir hope, their joy, their love; 
Toheav'n they look, toheav'n o_ move, 
| The pilgrims to the ſkies. 
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Such, ſuch was He, whoſe pious heart 
(Untainted, undiſguis'd by art) 
Is here diſclos'd to fight. 
He made his God his all in all, 
Liv'd on his grace, obey'd his call, 


And forv* d him with delight, 
X. 


Only a life divinely pure 

The teſt of reaſon can endure ; 
All elſe is gay deceit. 

Religion triumphs ver the tomb, 

And opens 1a our ſouls the bloom 

Ot happineſs compleat. 


XI. 


3 freed from this oppreſſive clod, - 
The ſpirit ſhall behold its God 

Gaal feel his bliſsful beams, 
And drink with ecſtacy unknown, 
The pleaſures ſpringing from his throng; 
| In everlaſting ſtreams. 
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Mean time, encompaſs'd by the cloud | 

Of ſaints triumphant, calling loud | 
On us to ſpeed our way— 
Aſide let ev'ry weight be flung, 


And ev'ry fin that round us hung, | 
Our footſteps would betray. | 


XIN. 


Up to our Lord exalted high, 
Let Faith direct her ſteadfaſt eye, 
; And to his honour riſe : | 
He, like the ſim, ſupremely bright, 
Gildsthe wholecloud with heav'nly light, 
And waitstogive the prize. Hab. xii.1. 2, 
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Page 5. line 16. for Polwhell read Polwheil, P. 6. 
. 24. for Witburn read Winhurn. P. $2.1 9. for the 
read thy. P. 96. I. 23. after may read not. F. 119. 1. 
24. before entirely —__ P. 127. L 12. dele war. 
P. 131. I. 17. for ii. read viii. P. 134.1. 17. for in on 
read on in. P. 139. 1. 20. after comfort read of. P. 145, 
I. 10. after and read that. P 152:1. 9. for It is read 


it. P. 168. I. 9. for infirmiric: read infirmitic. 
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=. ob, We b chen ey for 


the great love wherewith he 
hath loved us, hath aſſured us, 
that he is not unrighteous to t the 
work and labour of love, which His ſin- 


cere ſervants have ſhown to his — 


It is, therefore, the wiſdom of all, not to 


be ſlothful in bufineſs, but fervent in ſpi- 
rit, ſerving the Lord ; and to be followets 
of them, who through faith and patience, 
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ſo it ſhould be with all, into whoſe hands 
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ſame diligence in the ſervice of God 
that they have ſhown, is the way to 
have the full aſſurance of hope, even 
to the end of our days, that we ſhall 
2 with them of the ſame bleſſed- 
ne 

We are not, therefore, to tead the ac- 
counts, we have, of the exemplary car- 
Tiage of fuch happy perſons, with a view 
only to amuſe ourſelves, or gratify our 


curioſity; but with a hearty concern to 


be, thereby, the more quickened to the 
doing the duties of our ſeveral places 


and relations, in the practice ofwhich 


read- 
ing the life of the Rev. Matthew Henry, 


theſe papers may fall; Through. the 


* grace of God, ſays he, I perceive the 


« uſefulneſs of ſuch practice, and, ac- 
* cordingly, depending on the aſſiſt- 


* ance-of the Holy Spirit, I now apply 


e myſelf to the imitation of that emi- 
& nent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt,” | 


A 


AND GOULIKESS. 3 

And it may very well be ſaid, that 
they who make this good uſe of the ac- 
count here given of the Doctor's piety, 


will have reaſon to ſpeak concerning it, 


in the ſame manner as he ſpeaks of Mr. 


Henty's life, Blefled be God that it 
was ever printed,” For they will 


meet, with thoſe things which are pro- 
„ not only to put them in remem- 
nde of their duty both to God and 
man; but alſo to ftir them up to the 
conſcientious performance of it. 
We ate not indeed to conclude, that 
we are dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and 
have our converſation in the luſts of the 
fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh 
and of the mind, becauſe we fall ſhort - 
of the Doctor's high attainments : but 
we may reaſonably fear that we ate in 
this melancholy condition, if we are not 
concerned to * the followers of him, as 
he alſo was of Chriſt. For altho” it can- 
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that they have cleanſed themſelves from 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and have 
perfected holineſs in the fear of God; 
yet it is evident that this enters into the 
character of all, chat have good hopes 
through grace of ſeeing Chriſt as he is, 
and being like him, that they are hearti- 
ly concerned, and endeavour, to purify | 
themſelves, even as he is pure. 
It is therefore the intereſt of all who 
may read theſe ſheets, whether 
ally acquainted with the Doctor, or 
ſtrangers to him, to look to God to in- 
cline, and enable them by his grace, to 
be doing, in every inſtance of duty, thoſe 


| things which they have both learned, 


and received, and heard, and ſeen in 


him. To this I would exhort all, 
and particularly thoſe who were related 


to him, either by confanguinity, or mar- 
riage; and more eſpecially on 
children, and grandchildren, . 
deſcended from one of his pious fiſters; 
and I cannot be too earneſt in beſeecbing ä 
them to ſuffer this word of exhortation; 
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ſelves that the God of peace will be with 
them. 

Dr. Lobbwasborn, Aug. 17, 1678. He 

was a branch of a very reputable tamily. 
| His father, the Rev. Stephen Lobb, was 
ra miniſter to a congregation of proteſtant 
diſſenters in London. His grandfather, 

Richard Lobb, Eſq; was High Sheriff of 
| the county of Cornwall, and in the 
| year 1659, Member of Parliament for 
St. Michael in that county. By his 


mother he was deſcended from two of 


| the miniſters who were ejected for their 
 nohconformity, the Rev. Theophilus Pol- 


! 


4 
a father, and the Rev. William Benn, of 
| | ; Dorcheſter, her Grandfather.  - © 


| der the care of the Rev. Thomas Good- 


win, at Pinnor in Middlefes, and I wass Wi 


L 

c for ſome time his fellow pupil: But hay- 
3 ing had, as I have been informed, an 
3 inclination to Ph vic from his childhood, 


it may — * ET that he . 


for 8 they may aſſure them- 


whell of Tiverton in Devonſhire, her 


He was educated for che miniſtry un | 
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had an eye to that, while 1 
his academical Audies. In oz, he 
went to Guildford in Surry as a ſta- 
ted miniſter, . where he continued, I 
think, about four years. And meeting 
there with an eminent practitioner in 
Phyſie, who was friendly, and communi- 
cative to him, it may well be thought, 
that he made a conſiderable advance- 
ment in his medicinal knowledge. 
About the time of his going to Guild-- 
ford he married Frances; a daughter of 
Dr. Cook, a Phyſician in the Weſt, and 
neice to the famous Sir Walter Raw- 
leigh. By her he had one child which 

died in its infancy. They lived toge- 
gether in great fove and harmony till the 
year 1722. 

From Guildford he went to Shafteſbu- 
ry in Dorſetfhire, where he continued 
about fix years, and while he was there 
he practiced as a Phyſician. This I have 
reaſon to remember, for, living then at- 
Witburn Minſter, in the ſame county, 
was one of bis patients. But I can ſay 


* 
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or of his leaving Shafteſbury, and — 


takes no notice of what was 3 at 
that time, the firſt ſheet of it, which is 
come to hand, being dated at Veovil, 


jecture, was about 


Life of 1 to give an 


| ing two ꝓapers winch ſpeak of a very 
grea 


the writing of his diary, unn 
per firſt ic confider chem- en 


Doctor, when he was but about twenty 
years of age; and being fully ſatisſied 


KAnn Gopraxtss,. . 1 
of the occaſion of this remove, 


to Veovil, in Somerſetſhire; for his 


Ae 
two: years after hi 
Deng rn. -\ 1; ein 

But it is not my deſign to write che 


Maxcn-29, 1715. 


account of his And for this, his 
Diary has furniſhed me with ſufficient 
materials. For it ſets before us his fecret 
- and dolemn; tranfactions with (God, and 
| mag 4 ſhows: us that he behaved in a 
ligious manner under the various 
es bra. coy he met with. But there 


change in him before 


I boarded in the ſame houſe wu che 


* 


who are all -the while 


Deve 
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that he had had a ation. and 
having never ſcen, or heard of any thing 
in his behaviour inconſiſtent with the 
character of a pious perſon, I looked 
upon him as one who: fearcd the Lord 
from his very youth. But many chere 
are who lead a ſobet, induſtrious, juſt 


and charitable life, and who join with 


others in the uſual forms of deyation, 
rs to the 
as if 


power of Gadlineſs; and it 


the Doctor thought chat — 


Ul che ear 1713. For thus he writes 
any convictions I dreadfully ſtif- 
bed; and was guilty of manifold no 
vated iniquities, and of omiffions of dc 
and commiſſions of ſin, and of 
veglectt of God and Chriſt, and the 
concerns of my ſoul ; till the 
r, m the year 1713, when it 
aſed God to 
llow me with horrid and violent temp- 
- rations; to the commufſion of a monſtrous 
crime, from which, nevertheleſs, it pleaſ- 
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permitSatan to aſſault and 
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| manifeſtly let looſe Satan to purſue me 
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eder paper, he ſpeaks: of -this 
ee inexpreſſible horrors of con- 
ſcience, and agonies of foul. - And he 
adds, © Then did the God 


with hideous temptations. Terrible 
— * in bock papers he takes 
notice of the effects of theſe, trials: 
3 
2 e e ur eee Pas 


ere 72 ag 
That fore d my conſcience to a ſfand, 1 43 


__ And | brought my. wand ring foul to God! 
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bee nd il Tn airy, N 10 


re I had felt thy ſcourges, Lond? - 29 


Ileſt my guide, I loſt my way, 05 12 
ONS ABORT IRR xn bolt! 
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1 And he obſerves: that, lines beg 


him to call to. remembranoe lis experi 
ences in 17135 and adds R r-aba 
An . on in, 


ſoul felt in that 
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inſt God. Then did He, by his Holy 
Port, e ighten my mind, and give me 


to ſee the Mfulneſs. and vileneſs of my 


nature, and the odiouſneſs of fin. Then 


did he convince me of my abſolute need 
of an intereſt in Chriſt, Then did I ſee 
tus worth and excellence. And chen, 

with an in Ele dread af fla, and 

Spirit, ny to Chriſt for and fab 

vation. Then was he precious indeed 

to my ſoul. And then did I accept of 

1 — 2 omg 

as al Ser 2nd ee e . 

zen did Igo to God, in the name 

of Chriſt, and ſolemnly enter into cove- 
nant with him. Then did I, through 
ce, take the great Jehovah to be my 

God, my Lord, my lawgiver, N 

and my ha —— Then did I by 

fivect expetrence, the moſt merciful Je- 

las both able and —— to fave me. 
| TI fought to him,” 1 hoped” and "truſt 
ed in bum, bot not in vain. 


AND. n 1 


might Fg ove. made me a terror to 
myſelf, and. . all ARK, me, or haye 
ſlent me 
ſake, he nad mercy on me, and rebuk- 
ed the devil, aud made him to, geaſe 
thoſe frightful and violent temptations.” - 
And thus he writes in 1 — <*  Blefied 
be my God I have not een exer- 
ciſed wich the like.“ 

On Aus. 2 


„1713, fo wrote has 
covenant with The ſubſtance of 
of it is as follows,, O moſt dreadful, 
and yet moſt gracious God I I beſeech 
thee, for the paſſion of thy ſon, accept 
of thy poor ;, proftrating him- 
ſelf thy, door. I am, by my wicked 
. a ſon of death, a child of hell: 
of thine —̃ — thou haſt 
promiſed mercy to ang, i if I will but 
turn to thee. erefore upon the call 
of thy goſpel, e 
throwing down my arms, 1. 
ſelf to thy 
ot L acknowledge that have wicked- 
by ſided with thing enemies: e 
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renounce them all, firmly covenanting 
with thee; not to allow in 
known fin; but conſcientiouſly to uſe 
the means, I know thou haſt preſcribed, 
for the deſtruction of all my corruptions ; 
and it is my reſolution, through thine 
aſſiſtance, to forſake all that is dear to me 


in this world, rather than to turn into tie 


ways of fin, and to watch againſt all its 
"temptations. leſt they ſhould withdraw 
my heart from thee.” an 
And fince thou haſtgraciouſly offer- 
ed to be my God through Jeſus Chrift, I 
— — and earth to record 
"this day, that I do ſolemnly vouch thee 
for the Lord my God, and give up my- 
fa, foul and body, 2 — 
miſing and to ſerve thee in 
nels, ” days of 


e And I do here accept of Chi, as 
che only way by which ſinners may have 


acceſs to thee ; and renounci 


4 


ing my own 
neſs, - depend on him» alone 


for juſtification; - And ſubſcribing to all 


- 
— 
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his laws ag holy, juſt, and good, I ſo- 
lemnly tike them as the rule of my 
— affections, words, and actions; 

omiſing, that tho? my flcſh may con- 
tradi and rebel, yet, I will endeavour 
to order my whole life according to his 
direction, and will not allow myſelf in 
the neglect of any thing I know to be 
my duty.” 

* I am indeed, ſubject to many fail. 
ings; but the gracious declarations of 
thy word encourage me to hope; that 
unallowed miſcarriages ſhall not make 
void this covenant.” 

* O almighty God, the 6 of 
all hearts, thou knoweſt that I make 
this covenant with, thee, this day, with- 
out any known guile or reſervation. 
beſeech thee, - diſcover to me-what-_ 
ever flaw or falſehood there may be 
therein; and help me to make and 
execute it aright.” . 
And now, glory be to thee, o God | 
the Father (whom 1 ſhall be bold, from 
thus day, to call my Father, and look - 

C 
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upon as my God, in Chriſt) that thou * 
haſt found out ſuch a way for. the reco- 
very of ſinners. Glory be to thee, O 
God the Son! who haſt loved me, and 
waſhed me from my fins, in thine own - 
blood, and art become my Saviour. And 
glory be to thee, O God the Holy Ghoſt! 
who, by thine almighty power, haſt 
turned my heart from ſin to God.“ 

* O merciful Jehovah, the Lord God 
omnipotent ! thou art become my co- 
venant friend, and I, through thine in- 
finite grace, am become thy covenant 
ſervant; Amen, ſo be it, And the co- 
venant which 1 have made on earth, let 
it be ratified in heaven. 


Theophitus Lobb. * 
He adds in the ſame paper, March 


16, 1717. This day, I have ſeriouſ- 
ly revicwed this covenant, and by the 


help of divine grace do Qlill heartily ap- Fg 


prove it, in the whole, and in all he 


We have moſt part of this in Mr. Stiower's has 
rater of a real chriſtian, page 82, Edit. 
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parts of it. And I have at this time, re- 


newed and confirmed. it. Bleſſed be 
God for enabling me to do this. Theophi- 


lus Lobb.” And April 15, 1719, © This 


day, with the aſſiſtance of my good 


God, I have ſeriouſly recogniſed, and 


ratified this covenant ; beſeeching him 


to enable me to continue faitliful to it, 


even until death; that it may be an ever- 
laſting covenant between God and me. 
Amen, Amen, Theophilus Lobb.” 

The like we have in his Diary, © And 
now I renew my covenant with thee, O 
moſt merciful God! I renounce fin and 


Satan, all the vanities of this world, and 


all the luſts of the fleſh; and romile, 
by thy gracious help, that I will endea- 
vour, in time to come, to walk circum- 


ſpeRly ; to forſake all my fins, and 


keep all thy commandments ; and that 


J will not allow myſelf in any known 
fin, or in the neglect of any known duty. 
I accept of Chriſt to make me holy as 


well as happy. In teſtimony whereof, 
I have hereunto ſet my hand this 1 6th 


r — reo——_— 
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day of May, 1722, Theophilus Lobb, 


Amen.” - * | 

And on December 1, 1751, he thus 
writes, The ſolemn tranſactions be- 
tween God and my ſoul in 1713, 1 
have approved ever ſince, and do 


fill approve them, Theophilus Lobb.” 
And then he adds, „It has been my 


carneſt deſire, my daily prayer and en- 


deavour, to live according to the en- 


gagements of that holy covenant. And 


ever ſince, I have been ſeeking to, and 
truſting in God, and depending on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt for grace to make me 
willing and able to live according to the 
goſpel.“ | 


Theſe things may lead us to think, 


chat the Doctor was fincere and hearty 


in covenanting with God; and thus to 
covenant with him, is to lay a good 
foundation for a religious and comfor- 
table life. But this is the language of 
God to the man who is unwilling to 
yield himſelf ſervant to him, to obey- 


him, What haft thou to do to take 


pj 5 ww wo % vo 
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-my covenant in thy mouth, ſeeing 


thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my 
word behind thee ?” Pſal. 50, 16. 
It muſt needs be in vain to covenant 
with God, with our lips or with our pen, 
while our heart is far from him. If 
this procures for us eſteem among men, 
yet it is evidently an abomination in the 
fight of God, who knoweth the hearts. 
Conſider this, ye that forget God, 
leſt he tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver.” ver. 22. 

But it ought to be obſerved, that 
there 1s no reaſon to look on every one 
as thus wicked, who has his fins and 


failings; for there is not a juſt man 


upon earth, who doth good, and fin- 
neth not. But this is the character of 
all the ſincere ſervants of God, who 
are in covenant with him; © They 
are himbled under a ſenſe of their 
fins, and not only confeſs, but bewail 
them; and are heartily concerned to 
cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs of 


fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in 
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the fear of God.” And that this was 
the real character of Dr. Lobb, may 
appear from his Diary and other pa- 
pers, together with that which may 
juſtly be ſaid of his good converſation 
in Chriſt. 

In the firſt part of his Diary which is 
come to hand, he declares, that, as he 
had ſought God's direction as to the ſub- 
jects he ſhould treat on, and his aſſiſt- 
ance in his ſtudies, fo his conſcience 
bore him witneſs that he had faithfully 


diſcharged his duty, and not vented any 


paſſion of his own in the pulpit, nor 


concealed the truth from any fear or fa- 
vour. But having preached many ſer- 


mons on Joſh. 24, 15, As for me 
and my. houſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord;” with a defign to ſhow the ne- 
ceſſity of | perſonal and family li 


neſs; and having alſo preached on 


Prov. xxii. 6. Train up a child in the 
way in which he ſhould go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it,” 


to enforce what he had declared con - 


1 
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cerning the education of children; ſe- 
veral of his people were ſo diſguſted, 
that they went to another Meeting in 
the afternoon, and defired the perſon 
who uſed to repeat a ſermon in the 
evening, to give them one on another 
ſubject. And upon this the Doctor 
thus prayed. 

« O my God! this is ſtrange, ſur- 
priſing carriage, exceedingly afflictive to 
my ſoul. Am I not, by the direction 
of thy Holy Spirit, proſecuting the work 
of perſonal and family reformation ? 
And wilt thou not aſſiſt and proſper me 
therein? I bleſs and praiſe thy name, 
thou haſt helped, and ſupported me 
continually; therefore I will truſt in thee, 
at all times. My God, my Lord and 
maſter ! appear for me in this matter. 
Lord] ſuccour, ſupport, and vindicate 
me, ſo far as will be for thy glory, the 
ſucceſs of my miniſtry, and my good.“ 

* And Lord! I beg that thou wouldſt 
fill me with courage, and boldneſs, and 


with ſuch ſtedfaſtneſs in my duty, that 
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no ill treatment from my friends may 
ever diſcourage my faithtulneſs. Lord, 
ſubdue my pride, and all my paſſions; 
and keep me from all ſinful reſentments. 
Overule my thoughts, words, and acti- 
ons, that I may not, on this occaſion, 


ſpeak unadvitedly, or do any thing in- 


diſcreet.” 


* I plainly perceive the devil would 
ſow the ſeeds of diſcord among us, that 
ſo he might hinder the ſucceſs of my la- 
bours, and keep precious ſouls in their 
ignorance and 1 ins. But O, my mighty 
redeemer, thou haſt conquered all the 
princi lities and powers of darkneſs, 
and for thy name's ſake, and for the 


ſake of poor ſouls, diſappoint his malice, 


and reſtrain his power.” 

The next Lords-day morning the 
Doctor thus writes, I praiſe thee; O 
my good God! for I rving me all 
the week long; for over-ruling my ſpi- 
rit; for ſuſtaining and ſupporting my 
ſoul, under her diſcouragements and 


difliculties ; and for mercitully aſſiſting 
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me in my ſtudies. And I humbly be- 
leech thee, to enable me to ſanctify this 
Sabbath, as I ought. Aſſiſt me in my 
pom miniſtrations; and ſucceed my la- 

urs. Let not the ill behaviour of ſome 
of my people diſcourage or diſcompoſe 
me; but do thou mercifully help me 
to read thy word, to pray, and preach, 
and ſing thy praiſes, with great calmneſs 
and boldneſs. Thou only art my help 


and my ſhield; in thee alone do I put 


my — ” And in the evening he 
thus praiſes God, and prays to him. 

« I now return thee my humble 
thanks, O merciful and heavenly father ! 
for hearing and anſwering my morning 
prayers, aſſiſting, and carrying me 
through my public miniſtrations with ſo 
much compoſedneſs of mind. O pardon 


my manifold fins by which I have ſtain- 


ed my beſt ſervices; ſucceed my labours 
to the "good of many ſouls, and multiply 
thy bleſſings upon me, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” He adds April 14. 


— — 


22 Tür Powrr or Firn 
Rich is thy grace, great is thy good- 
neſs, O my God, which thou doſt con- 
tinually extend and communicate unto 
me. Thou art my refuge at all times, 
a never-failing help in every time of 
trouble. Great is thy faithfulneſs. How 
does my heavenly father pity, ſpare, and 
ſupport me, a poor finful creature ! 
What immediate anſwers doſt thou 
vouchſafe to my moſt unworthy prayers ! 
How is the power of Chriſt made per- 
fect in my weakneſs! How doT conti- 
nually participate of the kind affiſtance 


of his Holy Spirit! O what reaſon have 
I for ever to praiſe, adore, and love my 


God! Lord help me to do it as I ought.” 


He was, this day, to preach a fune- 


ral ſermon, and on that occafior, he 


addreſſes himſelf to God as follows. 


« O my heavenly Father! I hope I 
have had the aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spi- 
rit in compoſing it, for which I praiſe 
thy great and glorious name. Oh 
that it may pleaſe thee, my God and 
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Saviour, to give me a compoſed frame 


of mind in my whole work ; an enlarged. 
heart in prayer; great courage and bold- 
neſs, ſeriouſneſs and affectionateneſs, in 
NN thy truths; and to ſucceed my 
abours, this day, to the conviction and 
converſion of many careleſs finners, and 
to the edification of thy people. O 
my God, I am apt to be afraid that one 
or anpther will take diſguſt at what I 
ſhall deliver. Lord, ſubdue and pardon 
all my ſinful fears, and help me to ſet. 
my face as a flint againſt the wicked- 
neſs of the wicked ; and keep me from 


all vain, proud, ſelf-exalting, ſelf- con- 
ceited thoughts.” 


O my God! I caſt myſelf on thee, 
for help this day. If I am left deſtitute, 
it ſhall be truſting in thee. But having 
never truſted in thee in vain, I have rea- 
ſon to believe, that I ſhall never be 


aſhamed of my- confidence in thee, the 


God of peace. O my God, help me 


tlus day, for thine own glory, and for 


the ſaving good of my own ſoul, and 
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the ſouls of all that ſhall hear me.“ 
And in the evening he thus writes. 

% Now will I record, to the praiſe of 
my heavenly Father's rich grace and 
mercy, the gracious anſwers, he hath 
given to my morning prayers. O my 
God! thou haſt mercifully aſſiſted me 
this day, in my public labours. My 
mind, notwithſtanding my fears, was 
wonderfully compoſed ; and thou didſt 
incline many to hear the word, and 
many profligate ſinners were. there. 
Good Lord, water the ſeed ſown with 
thy bleſſing, and grant that the word, 
this day ſpoken by thy unworthy ſer- 
vant, may be as a nail faſtened in a ſure 
place by the maſter of aſſemblies. 

Mar. 8, 1718: Some of his people 
were again diſguſted. He had been 
preaching, ſome Lord's days, on Eph. 
i. 13. © In whom ye alſo truſted, after 
that ye had heard the word of truth, 
the goſpel of your ſalvation;“ and one 
aſked him, at noon, whether he thought 
there were any infidels among them, 


of chriſtanity ; and told him, that i | 
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that he ſaid ſo much in proof of the t- 


knew before all the things he had deli 
vered ; and that he had better preach on 
other ſubjects. This gre ky troubled 
him; but, ſays he © I would record it to 
the praiſe of the power, grace, and mer- 
cy of my God and Saviour, that I was 
preſerved from any great diſcompoſure 
of mind, and enabled comfortably to 
£0 through my work in the afternoon, | 
and thus he prayed,” - 

« O my God! reſtrain me from all 
undue reſentments, that neither the de- 
vil, nor my own boiſterous paſſions, may 

t any advantage over me; that I may 
be directed, and helped, to 2c prudent- 
ly, and be kept from thinking amiſs, 
and from ſpeaking unadviſedly with my © 
lips. And let no difficulties make me 
fearful, or lead me to neglect, or be 
unfaichful in my miniſterial work ; but 
ſupport me under all my troubles, and 
over- rule the ſpirits of thoſe who are of- 
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fended; and grant that Satan may never 
ſow the ſeeds of diſcord among us.” 
The next Lord's day morning, he 
preached on the ſame text, and one of 
the popes went out of the meeting, in 
a vitible heat, before the ſermon was 
done; and went with ſome others, to 
Compton, in the afternoon. © This, 
ſays the Doctor, is a fore affliction to me. 
What the. iflue of it will be, I cannot 
tell; but I have this ſatisfaction, I have 
preached nothing but the truth, and a 
truth neceſſary tobe known. AndIwould 
now record i to the praiſe of the never- 
failing mercy of my gracious God, that 
he did not leave me, the weakeſt of 
his ſervants, deſtitute of his help ; but 
carried me comfortably through the 
morning exerciſe, and my work the 
other part of the day, to my own won-: 
der, and the admiration of my friends. 
O my heavenly father ! praiſed be thy 
rich, free, and ſovereign grace, for ſup- 
portmg me under my heavy trouble. 
Oh! how do I experience, that though. 
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ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, Amen.” 
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of myſelf I can do nothing, yet that I 


am able to do all things, through Chriſt 
who ſtrengtheneth me!” 

« O my God! I beſeech thee bring 
this matter to a good iflue. Appear + 
for me, and vindicate me in the way of 
my duty. Lord, I have ſought thy di- 
rection, and think it proper to write to 


the principal perſon offended.* Grant 


that I may write nothing amiſs, nothing 
unbecoming a ſerious, 1 humble, 
and peaceable Chriſtian, and a faith= 
ful miniſter of the goſpel ; and that my 
letter may have a good effect. I com- 
mit myſelf, ſoul and body, good name 
and reputation, all I am, and all T have, 
to thy care and keeping. O my heaven- 
ly father! be merciful and gracious to 
me, a poor unworthy finner, for the 


992 


* He choſe to write, for as he obſerves . In per- 
ſonal diſcourſe paſſion may ariſe, and render the 
matter worſe, and hinder my laying before him thoſe 
things, which, it may be needſul for him to conſider,” 


Spirit; and grant that nothing may fall. 
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March 22, The letter was ſent. And 
the Doctor not ſucceding in his en- 
deavour to get à miniſter to exchange 
with him, the next Lord's day, was 
obliged to preach at home, and thus 
addreſſed himſelf to God, © Lord I 
acquieſce in thy ſovereign will and plea- 
ſure, which is always beſt. I recom- 
mend myſclf to thy grace, favour, and 
blefling. I have none to go to, none 
to truſt in but thee; and I need none 
elſe, for thou art all-ſufficient, and all- 
gracious. I therefore caſt my care upon 
thee, and commit my way unto thee. 
O be thou my help, and my ſtrength ; 
and carry me through the work this day 
incumbent on me, with great compo- 
ſedneſs of mind, great courage, bold- 
neſs, and comfort. O let thoſe, who 
know my weakneſs and infirmities, ſee 
in me, that thou canſt give the feeble 
ſtrength, and the cowards courage; and 
that none who truſt in thee, | be 
aſhamed. Lord, affiſt me by thy Holy 
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out which may ruffle my mind; and do 
thou make my labours acceptable and 
ſucceſsful. 

In the morning, he preached on 
Prov. iii. 6. In all thy ways acknow- - 
ledge God, and he ſhall direct thy paths.” 
A ſubject, as he faith, very ſuitable; 
at leaſt, to himſelf. To this he was 
led, by his having preached on it, at 
Milburn-Port, the Wedneſday before ; ; 
a day obſerved as a faſt, for ſeeking 
God's direction in the choice of a mini- 
ſter. And in the afternoon, he diſ- 
courſed again on the truth of the Goſ- 
pe but — another text. And on 

arch 24, he thus writes, ; 

„O my good God! I would now 
record it to the praife of thy wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs, that I was 

rengthened for, aſſiſted in, and car- 
ried through my work, on the Lord's- 
day; though 1 repeated my ſermon in 
the evening. The, Lord was with me, 


and prevented my tears, and made it a 
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good day to me, to my ſoul and body. 


Oh! it is good to truſt in thee! thou 
art a never-failing refuge. For ever 
bleſſed be thy name.” | 

Thoſe who withdrew the Lord's day 
before, came again to the meeting; 
and the Doctor being told, that the 
principal perſon among them, declared 
that he was pleaſed with his ſermons, . 
and with his complying ſo far as te chooſe 
another text, praiſes God in this man- 
ner, © That it is thus with him, O 
Lord, is owing purely to the influences 
of thy good Spirit, and a manifeſtation 
of thy goodneſs and mercy to me. For 
ever bleſſed be thy holy name, for this, 
thy appearance in my behalf.” 

As it was the Doctor's daily cuſtom 


to worſhip God, morning and evening, 


in his cloſet, and in his family; ſo there 
were ſome days of the year, on which, 
as they returned, he uſed to offer up 
ſuch ſacrifices of preyer and praiſe to 
him, as were ſuitable to his providen- 


* 
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tial dealings with him. To mention 
ſome inſtances. | 

One of theſe days was May 25, a 
day, on which, in the year 1730, He 
was in imminent danger of lofing his 
life ; having been violently thrown out 
of- his chaiſe. between the horſes, when 
they were in full trot: but it pleaſed 
God, not only to preſerve him from 
ſudden death, but to keep all his bones, 
ſo that not one of them was broken. 
And in the year 1748, he thus praiſes 
God, and prays to him, | 

« O my father, who art in heaven! 


: I praiſe and thank thee for this ſignal 


deliverance, and defire to keep it in 
perpetual remembrance. I praiſe thee 
for adding eighteen years to my life 
fince that time, and for employing me 
in uſeful labours, through the courſe of 
thoſe years; for healing all my diſeaſes; 


for preſerving me in much health and 


ſtrength, and providing comfortably 
for my maintenance; for directing, 


aſſiſting, and ſucceeding me in my ſtu- 
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dies; and for all the bleſſings thou haſt 
| been pleaſed to beſtow on me and my 
| family ; and for all the good thou haſt 
( ſcen fit to do unto chord by me, as one 
B of the inſtruments of thy goodneſs.” 

And I humbly beſeech thee, for 


| the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, to pardon all 
5 my ſins, which have been num berleſs 
| and heinous. I confeſs, and would bewail 
| my wicked unbelicf, fears, doubts, diſ- 
| content, pride and vanity of mind, hard- 
| neſs of heart, and inordinate affections 
to creature comforts. O my God ! blot 
out all mine iniquities as a ick cloud, 
and love me freely in Chriſt Jeſus. And 
I humbly pray thee to add many years 
to my life; and to make me abundantly 


than I have been in time paſt; and 


mility, charity, and univerſal holineſs. 
3 for Chriſt's ſake.” 


27: was the Doctor's birth day; ; 
. tha alſo, as it returned, was uſually 


more uſeful, through the courſe of them, 


make me more exemplary for faith, hu- . 


a day of his ef pecial devotion. But be- 


4 Www <4 709 _ Xx hot 


% 


Grant that the fruit of this, and 
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fore I take notice of his religious exer- 
ciſes on this day, it may be paper: to 
ive ſome account of the illneſs with 


which it pleaſed God to afflict him in this 


month, 1721, and of his carriage 
under it. 

On Saturday the 4th, he had a fever, 
but being better on the Lord's day, he 
preached twice, and adminiſtered the 
ſacrament, in which, as he ſpeaks, © the 

wer and goodneſs of God did admira- 
a 

7 $4 3 he was very ill again; 
* thi next mor his diforders were 
greatly abated, he thus * 

« O my God, I beſeech thee, ſancti 


my afflictions, and teach me to pr ny 


by them. Open mine ear to diſci tlie 
E thy 
chaſtenings, ma the purging awa 
mine iniquities ; Her that my . be 
made more healthy, much hens: by the 
ſickneſs of my body. O my God! thou 
art righteousin all thatis brought . 
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Thou haſt done right, but I have ſinned.” 
I humbly beg that thou wilt carry on, 
and perfect the merciful work of my 
recovery. From thee only do I expect 
life and health. Lord, ſpeak-the word, 
and I ſhall ſoon be made whole; I be- 
lieve thy power, I believe thy goodnels, 
O help my unbelicf! I 2 thy name 
for the ſupport of thy ſpirit and grace 
to me and my dear wife, under our 
troubles. Oh! help us to live more by 
faith, and leſs by ſenſe; and do thou 
ſtill deal with us in a way of ſovereign 
mercy... | 

On Wedneſday his fever ſo greatly in- 
creaſed upon him, that thinking it might 
ſoon end in death, he talked with his 
wife about the management of affairs 
after his deceaſe. He was, as he ſaith, 
pretty compoſed in his mind, and re- 


ſigned to the will of God; but earneſtly 


beſought him to ſpare his life, and raiſe 


him again. And, at his requeſt ſome. 
of his pious friends met together to pray 
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were under their care. And 6. He had 
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for him. And it pleaſed God to hear 


their prayers: for the next Lord's d 

evening, his fever left him. On re 
he firſt takes notice of the mercies 
which God had mixed with his afflicti- 
ons, as 1. He had wonderfully ſuſtain- 
ed and upheld him with his free ſpirit, 
and kept him in a compoſed frame of 
mind, and from the hideous aflaults and 
temptations of the devil—2. He enabled 
him to truſt and hope in his mercy, and 
to expect large experiences of the great 
loving kindneſs, and of the power and 
compaſſion of his dear Lord Jefus, to 
whom he had been enabled to look, as 
his only ſaviour and phyſician both of 
ſoul and body— 3. God had ſupported 
his wife under the fatigues, to which his 
ſickneſs called her, having mercifully 
abated her bodily indiſ pofitions—4. He 
had removed the diſorders his ſervant 
was under, and enabled her to ſerve 
him in his fickneſs—5. God had pre- 
ſerved the orphans in health, which 
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given him ſome comfortable days and 
refreſhing nights under his ſickneſs. 
And then he praiſes God in ſuch lan- 
guage as this, O how. gracious art 
thou my heavenly father ! Thou art 
the true, the faithful, and merciful God ; 
ompaſſionate, a loving God to me, 
Iz hell-deſerving creature. Thou 
art gracious to me, only becauſe thou 
wilt be gracious, and ack, merely 
becauſe thou wilt be merciful. I will 
love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard 
my voice and my ſupplication, and hath 
not turned away his ear from my prayer, 
nor his mercy from me. Thou haſt 
cChaſtened me ſore; but haſt not deli- 
vered me over unto death. I was 
brought low, and thou didſt help me. 
The ſorrows of death compaſſed me; 
I found trouble and forrow ; then called 
I on the name of the Lord; O God, I 
beſeech thee, deliver my foul; and 1 


found my God, gracious and wear, 


. — and faithful. 
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« Oh? how great is thy goodneſs! 
What a wondrous complicated mercy 
is my recovery ! It is a mercy to my- 
ſelf, giving me an opportunity of being 
better prepared for death, judgment, 
and eternity; of doing more ſervice 
to the intereſt of Chriſt, my dear, 
mighty, and loving Saviour; and of en- 
deavouring to convert ſouls to him, and 
to confirm, edify, and comfort believ- 


ers. It is a mercy to my dear wife 


and her mother, and to the orphans 
under our care. I pray, and truſt 
that- God, of his abundant goodneſs, 
will make my life a bleſſing to many 
others, both as to their ſouls, and bo- 
dies, and outward eſtate. Oh! how 
does my recovery from the dangerous 
ſickneſs I was under, call for my moſt 
humble and hearty thankſgiving, and 
diligent and chearful improvement !” 
And thus he prays, ©& Lord, thou 
haſt given me a new life. Oh! that 
thou wouldſt give me a new and better 
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heart; a heart more filled with a moſt 
ſincere and fervent love to thee; filled 
with a greater zeal for thine honour and 
glory, tlie intereſt of my dear redeem- 
er, the promotion of the goſpel, the 
converſion and ſalvation of ſouls. Grant 


that both the afflictions with which 


J have been exerciſed, and the greater 
mercies vouchſafed to me, may be ſaving- 
ly ſanctiſied, and make due, and deep, 
and laſting impreſſions on my Aoul. 
Do thou teach, . incline, and enable me, 


. duely to improve all the diſpenſations of 


thy providence, to thy glory, and my 
own ſaving advantage. Of thy rich 
mercy perfect the work of my reco- 
very, prevent the return of the fever, 
keep me from all other ſickneſſes and 


diſeaſes, and ſoon make me ſtrong for 


my miniſterial ſtudies, duties, and pub- 
lic miniſtrations ; and abundantly direct, 


| Proſper, and ſucceed me in them.” 


Having had warning to leave their 
houſe at Michaelmas, and their maid, 
who had lived with them more than 
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nine years, being ſoon to be married, 
and only waited till they were provided 
with another ſervant ; the Doctor ad- 
ded, © theſc things are a great trouble to 
us ; but thou haſt helped vs to caſt our 
care on thee, and to wait the iſſues of 
thy providence. For ever bleſſed be 
thy name. And Lord, we beſeech 
thee, do thou direct, and perform all 
things for us, and guide us m the way, 
in which, thou wouldſt have us to go. 
Provide a comfortable habitation, and a 
faithful ſervant - for us, when, and 
where, it will be moſt for the ſervice of 
thy church, and our benefit and com- 
fort; and give vs all thoſe things thou 
ſeeſt needful and fitting for us. Ena- 
ble us to acquieſce in all the iflues of 
thy providence. Lord, give us that 
godlineſs and contentment which is 
great gain. And grant that in faith 
and patience, holineſs, humility, peace, 
meekneſs and comfort, we may always 
poſſeſs our ſouls. Amen, for the ſake of 
Chriſt Jeſus, Amen.“ E 2 
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In this year, Aug. 27, was the Lord's 
day, and in the morning the Doctor thus 
writes, © I will now, by divine aſſiſtance, 
record the continual manifeſtations of the 


power and mercy of God. 
1. He has prevented my relapfing 


into ſickneſs, daily increaſed my health 
and ſtrength, and cauſed my appetite 
to food, and my digeſtion to return: 
tor ever praiſed be his name!“ 

4 2, He hath helped me in the 
formance of family and ſecret words, ; 
and ejaculatory prayers and praiſes ; 
and aſſiſted and proſpered me in my 
nuniſterial ſtudies, and in making two 
ſermons for this ſabbath ; one for the 
morning, on Phil. 2. 27. © For indeed 
he was lick nigh unto death; but God 
had mercy on him, and not on him 
only, but on me alſo.” The other on 
Luke vi. 21—z5 * Bleffed are ye that 
hunger now, for ye ſhall be filled. 
Bleſſed are ye that weep now, for ye 
thall laugh. But woe unto you that are 


full, for ye ſhall hunger. Woe unto | 
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you that laugh now, for ye ſhall mourn 
and weep.” | 

3. He hath preſerved me through the 
43d year of my life. Bleſſed be my 

acious God, who has continued me ſo 
— in the world: but alas! what 
little ſervice have I done for God, and 
Chriſt, and the ſouls of men! What 
little progreſs have I made in the way 
to heaven ! How ſmall are the meaſures 
of grace which I have attained ! How 
unprofitable have I been in the world! 

« O My God! waſh me with the 
blood of Chriſt; cleanſe me from all 
the fins of my paſt life; pardon my 
barrenneſs and unprofitableneſs ; em- 
ploy me long in thy vineyard, in the 
work of the miniſtry ; and abundantly 
ſucceed and proſper me therein. Grant 
that for the time to come, I may 
lead a new and better life. Lord, in- 
ſtruct, incline, and enable me to reve- 
rence and adore thee ; to fear and love, 
to ſerve and honour thee; to truſt and 
| V3 
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hope in thee at all times; and to be 
faithful in every relation and condition 
of life. Amen, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt.” 

On this day he was ſo very weak, 
that ſome of his friends were for diſ- 
ſuading him from preaching; and he 
himſelf was fearful that he ſhould not 
have ſtrength ſufficient for it: but not 
being able to get a miniſter to ſupply 
his place, he thought there was a 
neceſſity for his trying and ufing the 
ſtrength which God had reſtored to 
him; and that it was his will, that he 
ſhould begin the new year of his life, 
with the adminiſtration of the holy or- 
dinances of his public worſhip; and, 
ſays he, © I rejoice greatly herein. 


My foul doth magnify the Lord; and 


I will now go forth in the name, and 
leaning on the power and grace of my 
God and Saviour; truſting in him who 


hath ſtrengthened me to make my ſer- 


mons, that he will alſo ſtrengthen me, 
and carry me comfortably through my 


#7 . OS. 3 OO ett Sn 


AND GoBLINESS. 43 


public work, this day, to his own glory, 
my own ſaving edification and comfort, 
and to the ſaving benefit of many of my 
hearers. May the Lord be with- me, 
ſtrengthen, and proſper me! Amen and 


Amen.” And thus he praiſes God, and 


prays to him in the even 

My good, and gracious, and mighty 
God and Saviour has enabled me this 
day to go into his houſe, and perform 
the duties of public worſhip in a manner 
ſurprifing to myſelf; mercifully increaſ- 
ing my ſtrength, and carrying me com- 
—_— the whole work of the 
da 
— as powerful. It is good to truſt 
in him, and rely on his ſtrength. I 
find that when my heavenly father calls 
his ſervants to work and duty, he gives 
them ſtrength ſufficient for it.” 

« O my God and Saviour! do thou 
abundantly ſucceed my labours, and 
make the truths which thou haſt ena- 


bled me to deliver, this day, an-effec- 


tual means of convincing and convert- 


y God is all-ſufficient, and as 


— ** — 
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ing ſome careleſs finners, and of edify- 
ing and comforting the fincere chriſtians, 
And Lord, I beleech thee, of thine 
infinite mercy, perfect, my recovery, 
prevent my relapfing into ſickneſs, and 
make me more holy and more fruitful 
in works of righteouſneſs and mercy, 
and more faithful, and more ſucceſs- 
ful in the work of the miniſtry than I 
have ever yet been.” 

To this we may add from his Diary, 
Aug. 27, 1723, © Alas! how many 
days and months of my paſt life, have 1 
ſpent in vanity, fin, and folly! How 
barren and unfruitful have I been! Lord, 
lay none of mine iniquities to my charge, 
but being juſtified by faith, may I have 
peace with thee, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
O my good and gracious God, I do now. 
again devote myſelf entirely. unto thee, 
and renew my covenant with thee... I 
earneſtly beſeech thee to prolong my 
life, and to inſtruct, incline, and enable 


me to live to thine honour and glory, 


and to the great ſcrvice of thy churches; 
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and grant that I may get much good to 
my own ſoul ; for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen.” 

Aug. 27, 1748, He obſerves that he 
entered on the 7 iſt year of his life, and 
thus gives thanks to God, and prays 
to him. © Through the rich mercy 
and goodneſs of my gracious God I 
have much health and ſtrength ; and my 
memory, underſtanding, reaſoning and 
judging faculties, are as ſtrong as ever ; 
blefſed and praiſed be his holy name ! 
O my heavenly father! I give thee 
thanks, for thy mercies to me; and 
humbly beſeech thee to pardon all the 
ſins of my paſt life. Eſtabliſh thy ever- 
laſting covenant with me; and make 


me faithful in keeping covenant with 


thee, to the end of my life. O may I 
always have my converſation in the 
world as becometh the goſpel, by con- 
tinual communications of grace from 
that fulneſs which is in Chriſt, For 
this end and purpoſe I again accept of 
him, and devote myſelf to the one liy- 


46 Tux Power or Fairn 


mg and true God: witneſs my hand, 
Theophilus Lobb.” 

O my good God thou didſt make 
Moſes and Joſhua the moſt uſeful, the 
latter part of their lives, and through 
the courſe of many years, after .they 
had attained my time of life. I hum- 
bly beſeech thee to make me abun- 
dantly more uſeful, through many fu- 
ture years, than I have ever been in 
time paſt ; for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen.” 

On the laſt day of every year, the 
Doctor uſed ſeriouſly to reflect upon, 
and conſider the diſpenſations of . the 
divine providence, throughout the courſe 
of it; and he offered up ſuch facrifices 
of praiſe and prayer to God, as were 
ſuitable to his diſpenſations. This may 
appear from the following inſtances. 

On Dec. 31, 1718, he thus writes, 
My good God hath made the year 


paſt a year of much health, ſafety, 


peace, and comfort to me, and my fa- 


mily. For 1ſt. he hath preſerved us 
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from any breach by death, and from 
thoſe calamities which have befallen 
other perſons and families; Heſſed be 
his name! and he hath ſent me in lar- 
ger ſupplies than any year before: 
praiſed be his bounty. Lord, help me 
to honour thee with my ſubſtance, and 
with the fruits of all my increafe. 
Make me a compaſſionate and chear- 
ful giver unto the poor and diſtreſſed. 
If riches increaſe, grant that I may not 
ſet my heart upon them. Lord, give 
me no more of the goods of this world 
than thou wilt give me an heart to im- 
prove, to thine honour and glory.“ 
Secondly, God hath wonderfully proſ- 
pered me in the practice of Phyſic; 
directing and fucceeding my preſcrip- 
tions, to the recovery of almoſt all that 
have aſked and followed my advice. 
And he hath given, and maintained to 
me a good name and reputation, as a 
Phyſician. Bleſſed be God for his direc- 
tion and bleſſing herein, without which, 
I ſhould be nothing, and could do no- 
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Thirdly, my God hath, in a remark- 
able manner preſerved, me and my 
beaſt, in all my journeys, going out, 
and coming in. And I have been 
to Dorcheſter, to Shafteſbury ſeveral 
times, four times to Otterton in Devon- 
ſhire, to Briſtol, Taunton, and London ; 
and he has proſpered me in the affairs 
which occaſioned thoſe journeys. The 
Lord give me a heart more thankful 
for theſe mercies, and help me duely 
to improve them.” As for ſpiritual 
bleflings, 
_ Firſt, © My God, whoſe grace is in- 
finitely free and ſovereign, hath, this 
year alſo, preſerved me from thoſe hor- 
rible temptations of Satan, wherewith, 
in time paſt, I have been ſorely diſtreſſ- 
ed, and with which others have been 
fiercely aſſaulted. Oh! how do J expe- 
rience * benefit of Chriſt's regal power, 
in protecting and defending his ſervants 
from their ſpiritual enemies; bleſſed be 
God for Chriſt Jeſus !” 


And Gonriness, 3 
Secondly, «© My God hath reſtrained 
me, in ſome meaſure, from fin, and 
uickened me to the doing my dutr. 
My fins of omiſſion and commiſſion 
are, indeed, innumerable. I defire with 
ſhame and grief, to confeſs that my 
faith is weak, my hope feeble, my 
affections to heavenly things, many 
times dead and dull; multitudes of vain 
ſinful thoughts have Arien and croud- 
ed into my mind. I have often been 
negligent, cold, and formal, in my re- 
ligious exerciſes, and backward to begin 
ſpiritual diſcourſe, and to the dnty of re- 
proving and admoniſhing others. Theſe 
things I would bewai! before the Lor]; 
_ _ it not been for his reſtraining 
uickening grace, my fins wonld 
_ 'more in number, and more 
heinous; and many duties, which have | 
in ſome meaſure performed. would 
have been wholly neglected. And bleſ- 
ſed be God, throvgh the Es of 
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his Spirit, my ſins are my grief and bur- 
den; and it is my defire and endeavour 
to ſerve him faithfully.” 

Thirdly, © My God has aſſiſted me 
in every miniſterial ſtudy, and public 
miniſtration; rendered my labours in 
ſome meaſure acceptable, and I hope, 
not altogether unprofitable : and inclined 
and enabled me to ſet a good example 
to my flock,” 

Fourthly, © God has wonderfully con- 
tinued peace in the congregation, over 
which he hath ſet me, Oh! that he 
would make my labours of ſaving uſe to 
every member of it, I have met with 
ſome difficulties and diſcouragements in 


my miniſtry, in the year paſt ; but my 


God ſupported me under all, and ap- . 
peared for me. Bleſſed be his holy 
name.” | 
Then he takes notice of the death of 
his brother Stephen's wife, and of his 
uncle Peter Lobb, a godly, faithful 
miniſter, and prays that God would 
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help him to improve thoſe warnings of 
mortality. 

He next praifes God for the 3 
of his goodneſs to ſome of his relations, 
and obſerves that he had made this a year 
of great tranquillity, health and plenty 
to the nation, but adds © alas, we are 
worſe and worſe ! vice and profanencſs 
feem daily more and more to abound, 
and people grow hardened and ſecure 
in their ſins. It is fad to think of the 
decay of godlineſs among all forts of 
people. Oh ! that God would lead us to 
repentance and reform us, that public 
judgments and- calamities may not be- 
come neceſſary. Amen, for the fake of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” 

Dec. 31, 1770, The Doctor bleſſes 
God for having throughout the year 
paſt continued to him the influences of 


his Spirit and grace, exciting in his 


breaſt holy thoughts, deſires, and reſo- 

tations ; directing and inclining him to 

an dungs which were his duty, and 
712 
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aſſiſting him in them. Though; ſays 
he, I muſt confeſs with grief and ſhame, 
that I have been guilty of many fins. 
But my God has made them not merely 
unpleaſant, but a grief and burden to 
my foul, and has not left me, nor ſut- 
fered me to allow myſelf in any evil 
way: bleſſed be his name! Lord, help 
me always to live in the exerciſe of un- 
feigned, evangelical and ſaving forrow, 
and repentance of my fins. Amen, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt.” 

And he obſerves, among other things, 
that God had given and continued to 
him inward peace and comfort, and 
enabled him in ſome meaſure to truſt 
and hope in his mercy and promiſes; 
and that as he had ſent him in larger 
ſupplies this year than any one year 
fore, ſo he had enlarged his heart * 
give more liberally to the whe 
needy than he had ever done before.” 

And as he praiſes God for — 
ing the flect, the Spaniards had ſent to 
inyade us, and for making our forces 
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victorious, on June 10, over the Rebels; 
ſo he takes notice of the perſecution 
that the Proteſtants in Poland, Lithua- 
nia and the Palatinate, were under; 
and prays that the Lord, the mighty 
Jehovah would appear for them, and 
deliver them ; and that he would awak- 
en this nation to repentance and refor- 
mation, by the exceeding decay and 
deadneſs of trade. 

In 1720, his brother Stephen died at a 
friend's houſe in Shaftfbury. He had 
been at London, and being at Saliſbury 
on his return, he fent the Doctor a let- 
ter to inform him be was very ill; 

and when he came to Shaftſbury, he 


ſent another, to tell bim he was much 


worſe, and to deſire that he would 
come to bim as early as he could, 
the next morning. The Doctor got 
there before feven, but found him in 
the moſt e e circumſtances, not 
able to fpeak a fhort ſentence; and he 


ſoon expired. 
1 
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On the review of this year, taking 
notice of his death, the Doctor thus ex- 
prefleth himſelf; © Oh! the grief, 
the ſorrow, the affliction which this 

ovidence was unto me] Oh ! the me- 
En holy work which it upon 
me ! But I thank my good God, he 
kept me from murmuring and repining 
thoughts; he bore me up, and ſupport- 
ed me under my burthen; he was a 
preſent help to me in this time of great 
trouble; and compaſſionately directed 
and proſpered me in the management 
of the affairs he committed to me.” » 

He took his brother's child into his 
family, and thus prays, © Lord, ena- 
ble me, and my dear wife to do the 
duties of a father and mother 'to the 
child. Make us a great bleſſing and 
comfort to him; and through thy bleſſ- 
ing, ſucceſsful inftruments of thy con- 
verting his foul, and of his growing up 
in the knowledge, love, and fear of 
thee. Enable us chearfully and diſ- 


creetly to manage his . and 
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make him a great bleſſing and comfort 
unto us.” 

In the review of 1721 he obſerves, 
that on February 4, his Coutin Na- 
thaniel Lobb died, inteſtate, at Pen- 
zance in Cornwall; leaving three cl. 
dren. As he was their neareſt rela- 
tion, he determined, the moment he 
received advice of the mournful event, 
to take themoſt proper meaſures as the 
guardian of their perſons, and the 
manager of their fortunes. With this 
view he ſet out with a ſervant for Pen- 
zance on the 13th of February, and 
got thither on the 19th. He returned 
to Yeovil, with the Children, on the 
26th, and tho* the froſt had been ex- 
tremely fevere during their Journey to 
Penzance, and they had travelled over 
dreadful hills of ice between Chard and 
Honiton, and between Exeter and Ply- 
mouth, yet God gave them a fafe and 
and comfortable journey. And tho” 
the wind was high and bleak, and in 
their faces as they returned, yet neither 
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tiev, nor the children, caught any 
cold. 

The Doctor did not fail to return 
thanks to God for that gracious protect- 
ion he had vouchſafed to him, during 
the whole journey; and as he was 
deeply ſenſible of the importance, and, 
at the ſame time, of the difficulty of the 
truſt he had undertaken; knowing it to 
be his duty, as acting in the parental ca- 
pacity, to bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord; and, as 
their ſteward, to manage their affairs 
with prudence and integrity, —he thus 
prayed, © O my God Tm ay that thou 
wouldſt guide me and my dear wife, 
into every thing that is our duty. Grant 


that no difhcultes may diſcourage us, 


but ſtrengthen and ſupport our good 


— 


reſolutions, and lead us in the way in 


which thou wouldſt have us walk. 
Oh! do thou direct, aſſiſt, and proſ- 

r us in managing the education of 
theſe children. Make us faithful in the 
truſt, and grant that we may be inſtru- 
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ments, in thy hand, of thy converting, 
ſanctifying, and ſavingevery one of them. 
Give us that influence and authority over 
them, that is needful to their profiting 
by us, and to their being comforts unto 
us. Do thou teach us to teach them; 
and do thou teach them ſavingly by thy 
Spirit. And do thou encourage me and 
my wife in che difficult work incum- 
bent on us, and make the performance 
of it pleaſant to us. And direct, bleis, 
and proſper me in the management of 
their temporal affairs. Make me a wiſe 
and faithful ſteward, and help me to 
manage every thing as will be moſt for 
their advantage. Amen, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt.” | 

In 1722, there were ſeveral remark- 
able occurrences, as 1. His þeing creat- 
ed Doctor of Phyfic by a diploma from 
the univerſity of Glaſgow, and ſays he, 
I humbly thank my God for it. Oh! 
that it may be ſanctiſied to me, that it 
may not be a ſnare but a mercy ; and 
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that I may have grace and wiſdom to 


improve i aright.“ 

2. His leaving Yeovil, and ſettling at 
- Witham. In 1717 he obſerves, that 
neither the air nor the water at Yeovil 
ſeemed to agree with him and his wite, 
which made him deſirous to remove, if 
God ſhould ſee fit to open a door for his 
ſettling, where he might be as ſervice- 
able in the miniſtry, and where they 
might enjoy better health. But, ſays he, 
while God continues us in this town, I 
believe it will be beſt for us to be here: 
and I ſhall uſe no endeavours to re- 
move myſelf, although it were to get 
the moſt wealthy and generous place, 
that may become vacant; Bur I caſt 
my care on God, and reſolve to fol- 
low, the beſt I can, the heading of his 

rovidence. 

And in the Review of this year, he 
obſerves that he had great trouble and 
fear with his congregation, on account 

of their differences about ſinging, which 
he had, in vain, endeavoured to com- 
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poſe, and which tended, not a little, to 
render his miniſtry uſeleſs among them; 
and the rather becauſe both parties, 
they who were for bringing in new tunes, 
and they who were againſt it laid the 
blame upon him. This led him to think 
they might profit more by another mini- 
ſter, than by him, to whom, ſays he, 
of late, they have ſhown too little re- 
gard; and that as all circumſtances 


were, he might very well conclude, that 


God in his providence was leading him 
to Witham. That this may appear, I 


ſhall give a particular account of this 


affair. 


In July, he had ſome thoughts of go- 


ing with his wife to my houſe, at Great 


Baddow in Eſſex, in hopes, that the 
change of air, and riding, would be 


of ſervice to them as to their health, 


and he thought to take the children 


with him, and to leave three of them 


with me, for their Education. And 


ſays he * have often by myſelf, and 


with my wife, aſked counſel of God in 
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reſerence to the journey, beſeeching 
him, that, if it might be for his glory, 
and our good, all circumſtances might 
be fo ordered, as that we might con- 
veniently take it, and that he would pre- 
ſerve, and guide, and proſper us ia it.” 
And ſurely we may ſay, that God 
heard, and anſwered his prayers, for 
he inclined a young miniſter to ſupply 
his place, during his abſence; and he 
had no paticnts whoſe caſe obliged him 
to tarry at hone. And although his 
wite was ſo weak the latter end of July 


and the beginning of Auguſt, that the 


firſt time ſhe went out on horſeback ſhe. 
was ſcarce able to ride to the end of the 
town, yet continuing to ride for the ſpace 
of ten or twelve days, her ſtrength 
was ſo. much increaſed, that ſhe could 


bear to ride ſeveral miles. And ſhe 


ſecmed to be reſtored, and ſtrengthen- 
ed, on purpoſe that they might take 
the journey, which they could not have 


done, if the had continued under her 


great ſickneſs, or if, as is common, in 
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ſuch caſes as her's, ſhe had recovered 
but lowly. - 
About the latter end of the month he 
acquainted ſeveral of his friends with 
his deſign, and they approved of it, 
thinking that the journey might be for 
their health. And the very next poſt 
he received a letter from me, inforrtt- _ 
ing him that the diſſenting miniſter at 
Witham, died on July 18, and that I 
told one of the people, that I had z 


friend, who I thought would ſuit them. 


And a litt e after T ſent him another 
letter to let him know that the perſon 
to whom I ſpoke, had acquainted the 
congregation with What I had ſaid to! 
bim, and that on Avg. 5, at a 
general meeting of the church 801 ſub- 
ſcribers, it was unanimouſly agreed, to 
ſend one over to'me, to deſire that F 
would write to my friend, not then 
known'to them by name, and to intreat 
him to come, and fupply them, the 
50m . 
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This unexpected providence confirm- 
ed the Doctor in his purpoſe.of taking 
the journey. And having afked coun- 
ſel of God in 1 to the anſwer 
he ſhould return to my letter, he ſent 
word that he would endeavour to be at 


Witham, and fupply the congregation 


. or Sept. 2. 
as to the motion from the peo- 


ple he prayed in this manner Q 
acious God, who haſt always wonder- 
Rally directed, and blefled me in my 
affairs, 1 humbly commit this impor- 
tant affair, cm to me by the con- 
ation at Witham into thine hands, 
— ng thee to take every circum- 
ſtance af? it into thy all-wiſe manage- 
ment, and to order the iſſues of it as 
will be moſt for chy glory, the promo- 
tion f the intereſt ef religion, and the 
good and adavntage of every one who 
may be concerned in it. And do 


chou, by thy Holy Spirit, direct the 


church and congregation at Witham ia 
all their proceedings; influence and di- 
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rect me in every part of my conduct; 
make the way of my duty in this 
weighty concern very plain to me; and 
lead me on in it.“ 

They ſet out Aug. 20, and came to 
Baddow on che z4th in much health, 
peace, and ſafety; ſo that as the Doc- 
tor writes Through the rich 
neſs and mercy of God we had a moſt 
comfortable journey. Our moſt grati- 
ous God hath heard and. anſwered 
prayer, and not fuffered any one fad 
or uncomfortable accident to Befall us. 
Bleſſed and praiſed be his mme F Oh 
that theſe mercies may be ſanctiſied to- 
us, and that we may have grace inſtruct- 
ing, inclining, and enabling us to make 
a due improvement of them, to his 
honour and: glory.” 

The Doctor having preached two 
Lords days at Witham, it was intimat- 
ed to him, that the church and congre-- 
gation deſigned to give him an invita- 
ton to be their paſtor and 5 

| 2 
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Upon this, he thus . addrefied him- 
ſelf to God, Lord, they have again 
and again ſought counſel and direction 
of thee. Do thon incline them to 
every thing, that will be for thy glory, 
and their good; to every thing that is 
agreeable to thy will, and their duty. 
. Do thou dire& the whole of my 
conduct towards them, and if my ſet- 
tling with them will not be for the ſer- 
vice of thy church and intereſt, and 
for my preſent good. and eternal ad- 
vantage, do thou, in thy providence, 
prevent it.“ 

And if thou ſhouldſt ſee fit to ſet- 
- tle me at Witham, I humbly and ear- 
neſtly beſeech thee, to provide a mini- 
Ner for the congregation at: Yeovil, 
whom thon wilt make faithful, and ſuc- 
ceſsful among them. So order mat- 
ters. that our parting with them may 
Fe friendly, pzaceable, and chriſtian- 
Tke. Give, rae great aſſiſtance and 
ſucceſs in my miniſterial work at Wit- 
ham; that the church and congregation 
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may greatly increaſe, and proſper under 
my miniſtry ; that ſinners may be con- 
verted unto thee, and that ſaints may 
be edified and eftabliſhed- in faich and 
and holineſs.” 

Lord, unto thee I look, and from thee: 
expect all I want and defire.. Thy 
word ſaith, aſk and ye fhalt _— 
Be it unto thy. poor fervant according to 
thy word;. that word on whick- Cow 
haſt canſed me to hope. Be it: unto me 
according to the riches of thy mercy, 
and the freeneſs of thy. grace in Jeſus 
Chriſt, but not according to mine ini- 

nties, nor according to my deſerts. 

n.” And,. 

When ſeveral' of the people came, 
in the name of the reſt, to give him an 
invitation to be their paſtor and mmiſter, 
he thus expreſſes himſelf, As I daily 
aſk counſel of God, and pray that he 
would direct me in all my ways, and 
incline me to every thing that is my 
duty, and difincline and reſtrain me 
from every thing that he would have 
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have me forbear, fo I have agaug 
and again ſought counſel of him, 
as to the motion made to me by the 
Peof le at Witham. I have earneſt- 
eſor ght the Lord to make my 
duty in this caſe plain to me, , and 
Pray cd to him for his direction. And 
K appears to me, that as I may law- 
fully remove from Yeovil, ſo it is my 
my duty to comply with the invitation 
Of, this people, cavie there is a great 
probability of my being more uſctul 
in my minifiry at Witham than if I 
continued at Yeovil” And upon the 
whole, I can't but think, that the Doctor 
acted in this affair, from firſt to laſt, as 
1 the miner and the ce. 
There is another event, which, al- 
though it did not fall out till 1732, 1 
may ſpeak of in this place, becauſe 
it is of the ſame nature with that, of 
Which. J have been ſpeaking, I mean 
the Doctor's removal from Witham to 
London: and in this he acted after the 
ſame manner. For when he was firſt 
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defired to ſpend a Lord's-day with the 
congregation at London, he thus wrote, 
This is a very weighty affair, which 
I commit into the hands and mana 
ment of my moſt merciful and faithful 
God, beſeeching him, that he will never 
ſuffer me to preach to that people as a 
candidate, nor ſettle with them as their 
paſtor, if it will not be for his glory, and 
the good of that church and people, 
and for my greater uſefulneſs in the 
world. I am very much in the dark as 
to this affair. Lord, make the way of 
my duty very plain to me, and in- 
cline me to that, which ſhall appear to 
be my duty.” Agreeably to this, in the 
anſwer he gave to the letter which was 
ſent him, be neither complied with the 
motion, nor abſolutely rejected it, and 
adds, © Lord,.I again commit this af- 
fair into thy hands and management, 
Do thou order it. as will be for the beſt.” 
And thus he acted in every y fiep that was 
taken to bring it, to a concluſion. 1 
return to the year, 1722. 
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3. Another remarkable occurrence, 
in this year, was the loſs of his wife. 
Of this he thus ſpeaks, © God hath: 
this year removed my.dear, and faith- 
ful wife from earth to heaven, and 
taken away that defire of mine eyes. 
She had much comfort in her ſickneſs 
and a triumphant paſſage out of this 
world. God took away from her the. 
fears of death, and ſhe was willing 
rather to be abſent from the body and 
preſent with the Lord.” Of this I was 
a witneſs, for ſhe died in my houſe. 

The Doctor adds + Although God 
has corrected me, yet he hath not left 
me, nor forſaken me, but according to 
his gracious promife he hath been a 
preſent help in time of trouble. He 
hach to this day, upheld me with his free 
fpirit. Great is his faithfulneſs, rich is 
his mercy and grace to me, the vileſt 
of finners. Bleſſed be his name. O-. 
my God thou haſt'pronnſed that all 
things ſhall work for good to 
them that love thee, O give me to, 
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love thee more, and fulfill this promiſe 
unto me.” 

He again takes notice of the loſs of 
bis wife, Feb. 4. 1723; and thus ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to God. Thou my 
heavenly, and moſt compaſſionate fa- 
ther art pleaſed wonderfully to continue 
to me the ſupports of thy ſpirit and 


grace, under my preſent affliction, and 
widowed condition, and to preſerve 


me from that dejection of mind, that 
bath greatly diſtreſſed me fince the 
death of my godly and loving wife. Al- 
thoizh deſtiute of that near and dear 


relative, yet I a » not alone; for thou, 
my Gad, art with me, and thou art all 


f-flicient. For ever praiſed be thy name 
for ſupporting me. Lord ſanctify this 
mercy and continue it. Amen.“ 

He brought the children with bim 
into Eſſex to put them out to board, fo 
that upon the death of his wife his fami- 
ly was broken up, and he was, as he 
ſpcaks, © ſolitary.” And in 1723, he 
thus prays, O my gracious, merci- 
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ful, and bountiful God ! pity me in my 
ſolitary condition, as a widower, and 
if it may be thy bleſſed will, pro- 
vide for me a godly, prudent, good u- 
moured, and affectionate wife. Bend 
and guide my inclinations and affecti- 
ons, to this or that perſon, as will be 
moſt agreeable to thy will and my duty, 
moſt for thy glory and my good. And 
build me up again, this year, into a fa- 


mily.” And in the review of it, he 


obſerves that God had graciouſly heard 
and anſwered his prayers; having given 


him a wife of that character, and having 


ſettled him with two fervants in a plea- 
ſant and comfortable habitation ; not 
only with the neceſſaries, but with ve 
many of the comforts of life, for which, 
fays he, I deſire to be very thankful. 
Agreeable to this, the day of their 
wedding, as it returned was uſually a day 
for eſpecial devotion, and in 1736, he 
thus addreſſes himſelf to God. It ĩs 
now thirteen years ſince thou, my gra- 


cious God didſt bring me and my dear 
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wife into that near relation we now bear 
to each other. I thank thee for thy 


conſtant care -vf us, and for all the 
bleſſings which have attended us; and 


becauſe thou haſt made us great Helps, 


bleſſings, and comforts to each-other, 
all theſe years. Lord, do thou long pre- 
ſerve and bleſs us, 2nd make us far 
many years yet to- come, even greater 


bleſſings and comforts to one another; 


and daily to become more holy, and 
more ue ful! in the world. Amen.“ 
Sometimes, the Doctor in his review 


of the ycar, takes notice of mercies and 


afflictions in the general, not mention- 
ing partieulars, as in 1750. This has 
been a year, as well as the preceeding, 
filled with divine mercies and bleſſings, 
intermixed wiſely, and moſt righteouſly, 
for meroiful ends, with fame afflictions, 
the chaſliſements of our heavenly fa- 
ther. I praiſe and thank thee, O moft 


gracious God, for making thy goodneis 


* She died, Feb. 2. 1760. 
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and mercy continvally ts follow me, and 
every branch of my family. My af- 
flictions, through the courſe of this year, 
have been very few indeed, in compa- 
riſon with what I have deſerved; very 
few, in compariſon with thofe. with 
which I have been exerciſed in many 
preceeding years; very few, in compa- 
riſon with thoſe which befall many 
other Jn, and their families; and 
very few, in compariſon with the mer- 
cies which. my gracious and bountiful 
God has beſtowed on me. For my 
afflictions make but a ſmall number; 
but the mercics of my God are number- 
keſs. And my afflition* are light, as 
well as few; but the bleſſings of my 
God are very weighty, and important, 
and call loudly for my praiſes. I bleſs 
my God for the reſ raints of his power 
on the adverſaries of my ſo'1l, and for 
the reſtraints of his grace on me; for 
continving the influences of his hoty ſpi- 
rit; and for prcſcrving me, a very old 


man in health, and ability of miad, and 


and Goprtintss: © #93 


body for uſeful ſtudies and labours ; and 
for greatly increaſing my practice, not- 
withſtanding all the oppoſition of my 
enemies ; and for continuing to bleſs me 
through the year with a remarkable 
ſeries of ſucceſs. For theſe, and num- 
berleſs other mercies, O my good God, 
J thank and praiſe thee, and pray they 
may be ſanctiſied and multiplied to me, 


and my dear wife. And 1 humbly be- 


ſeech thee to enable me by my prac- 
tice, to perform all my engagements, 
and to increaſe my diſtributions to cha- 
ritable uſes. And JI beſeech thee to 
pardon all my fins in all time paſt, and 
to bleſs me more abundantly with ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings, health, and ſoul- proſ- 
perity. Amen.” 

And he bleſſes God for public mer- 
cies, obſerving that he has made the 
year paſt a year of health, peace, and 
plenty, to this city and nation. But at 
the end of i751, he takes notice of 
God's having greatly afflicted on royal 
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family, whom he ſpeaks of as an un- 
ſpeakable bleſſing to the Britiſh Iſles, 
and the Proteſtant intereſt in general; 
for, in March, he took the Prince of 
Wales; in October, the Princeſs of 
Orange; and in December, the Queen 
of Denmark. Theſe, ſays he, are 
awful rebukes, not only to the royal fa- 
mily, but to all proteſtants, as well as to 
this city and nation; and although it has 
been a year of uncommon healthineſs, 
yet the mortality among the cattle ſtill 
continues, and theſe things ſhow, that the 
Lord is carrying on his tremendous con- 
troverſy with us. Nevertheleſs, as far as 
I can hear, infidelity and blaſphemy, a 
contempt of God's holy word, ſabbaths, 
and ordinances; and an intoxicati 
love of pleaſures, and purſuit after them; 
ſenſual and finful pleafures, with bri- 
bery, corruption, oppreſſion, extortion, 
and all ſorts of immoralkties, do more 
and more abound ; and the generality 
of people are ſecure and ealy in theit 
own minds, and as unapprehenſive of 
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danger, from divine deſtroying Jus 
ments, as if God had never been 
voked by national fins; and as 1 his 
commandments and ordinances had 
been generally obſerved.” 

«© How long the merciful God may 
exerciſe patience and forbearance to- 
wards us, no man can tell. He hath 
done it through a courſe of years; but 
no reformation appears. And there- 
fore there is reaſon to fear, that ſome 
vials: of divine wrath will ſoon be pour- 
ed out upon us. O my God! awaken 
all ranks of people, to confider their 
ways; to repent of their ſins and rcunn 
to thee and their rp Amen — 
Amin 

As the Doctor fed the old years 
ſo he began the new with devotional 
exerciſes. This he did for inſtance, 
Jan. 1. 1719. For he writes, Early 
in the morning of this day, I would re- 
new the dedication and reſignation of 
* ſoul and body; all I am, and 
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all J have, unto my God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft, to be the Lord's for 
ever! And I refign, and give up my- 
ſelf to God, that the work of his grace 
may be carried on, and flouriſhing in 
my ſoul, and that all my indwelling 
luſts and corruptions may be ſubdued 
that I may be protected, defended, and 
delivered from the malice, ſnares, ſug- 
geſtions, temptations, and affaults of 
the devil, and conquer fin and Satan 
in all conflicts that I may be directed, 
aſſiſted and ſucceeded in all my mini- 
ſterial ſtudies, and public adminiſt ra- 
tions that the congregation may flou- 
riſh under my miniſtry, and that I may 
be made a great bleſſing to the church 
of Chriſt in general, 2 an inſtru- 
ment of bringing many to the belief and 
acknowledgment of the truth, as it is 
in ſeſus, and to the obedience of it.“ 

< In reference to temporals, I would 
acknowledge God in all my ways, and 
I now reſign and give, up to him all 
my worldly comforts, and commit 
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all my civil aſfairs to the direction, 
management, and diſpoſal of his provi- 
dence; caſting all my care on him: 
and I pray that I may be always under 
his guidance, and that he will give me 
wiſdom ſo to manage all my affairs, 
that I may never act amiſs—that he 
will continue health, peace and ſafety 
to myſelf and family, and keep me in 
reputation that he will ſucceed me in 
the practice of phyſic, and give me and 
mine, a competent maintenance. But, 
Lord, as to theſe temporal mercies, not 
my will but thine be done.“ 

Then be adds, Lord, prepare me 
for whatever thou haſt determined con- 
cerning me and mine, for all the iſſues 
and events of the enſuing year, for proſ- 
perity or adverſity, for life or death. 


As my day is, fo let my ftrength be. 


Help me to demean myſelf, as J ought, 

under every providence; and to acqui- 

eſce in thy will; and cauſe all things to 

work for good to me and 8 oa our 
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prefent, future, and eternal good. 
Amen, for Chriſt's ſake.” | 
Jan. 1. 1720. The Doctor begins 
this year, as he had done the former, 
with a ſolemn renewal of his covenant 
with God, and thus praiſes him, 
« Thou, O Lord, haſt graciouſly heard, 
and in an abundant meaſure, granted 
the petitions I prefented unto thee the 
laſt new-years-day. Thou haſt al- 
ways been a God, hearing and anſwer- 
ing my prayers. I have never ſought 
thy face, or truſted in thee, in vain. 
For ever bleſſed be thy free grace, and 
ſovereign goodneſs! Ah! what encour- 
| agements have I, and what engage- 
. ments am I under, to begin every day, 
and every year, with God! May 1 
always do this, and in a right man- 
ner!” 5 
And thus he prays to his heavenly 
Father, « Oh! that I may always be 
enabled to obey the will of thy precepts ; 
to ſubmit to, and improve the will of 
thy providence. Make me more holy, 
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fincere and upright in my heart, and 
more exemplary in my life and conver- 
ſation, Eſtabliſh peace and truth, and 
increaſe holineſs among us; and prevent 
Satan from ſowing the ſeeds of error, and 
hereſy, or diſcord among us.” 

If riches increaſe, grant that I may 
never ſet my heart upon them, but 
honour thee with them. Give me no 
more of this world, than thou wilt in- 
cline and enable me to improve, to th 
glory, the good of others, and our F 
Oh! make make me full of pity and 
compaſſion to the poor, needy and 
afflicted, and liberal and bountiful to 


them. May I be good, and do good, 


from right principles, and right ends, 
that thy name may be glorified. Amen, 
for jeſus Chriſt's ſake.” 

Jan. 1. 1721. The Doctor begins the 
year with God, thankfully 1 
ing his great neſs, in erving him 
— ed, Eng uy ſee the bibs of a 
new year in ſo muck health, pcace, 
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and comfort ; and he bleſſes and praiſes 
God for the mercies of the year paſt, 
renews his covenant with him, and 
then makes his ſupplications to him, 
for the year enſuing, in this manner, 
Nov, O my good God! and hea- 
venly Father, I bumbly refign, and com- 
mit myſelf into thy — hands, to 
thy will, pleaſure, fo diſpoſal, to be 
what thou wouldſt have me to be, to go 
where thou wouldſt have me to go; to 
do what thou wouldſt have me to do; 
and to forbear what thou wouldft have 
me to forbear. I defire to have no 
other will and intereſt but thine. Thy 
ſovereign will, and not mine be done: 
I beſeech thee to be my keeper, my 
benefactor, my guide and refuge conti- 
nually. Make me a great bleſſing to 
my congregation, while thou ſhalt con- 
tinue me with them, and make them a 
great bleſſing unto me. Make the 
way of my duty always plain unto: 
me, and incline, lead, and guide me to 


every thing I ought to do, Diſincline 
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and reſtrain me from every thing 1 


ought to forbear; and help me to be- 
have myſelf at all times, and in all caſes, 
in a manner well pleaſing unto thee. 
And, Lord, fit me for, and give me wiſ- 
dom, ſtrength, and a ſpirit ſuitable 
to every work and ſervice, to which 
thy providence ſhall call me. Amen 
for Chriſt's ſake.” —And thus he prays, 

Jan. 1. 1722. Lord, increaſe my 
knowledge of thyſelf, word, and will. 
Increaſe. my faith, and keep it and 
my hope in a conſtant, ſtrong and vi- 
gorous exerciſe. Continue the reſtraints 
of thy grace on me, and of thy power 
on the adverſaries of my ſoul ; and make 
me exceeding fruitful: in all works of 
holineſs. Whatever afflictions thou ſhalt 
ſce fit to lay upon me, in the courſe of 
the enſuing year, I pray, that they may 
be ſanctified to me, to the ſaving good 
of my ſoul; that I may be comforted 
and ſupported under them, and in thy 
due time brought out of them. And 
whatever mercies and bleſſings thou 
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ſhalt confer on me, give me grace, in 
a thankful manner to improve them 
all to thine honour and glory. Grant 
that I may not be afraid of evil tidings, 
nor in evil times, times of public 2 
mities, if they ſhould happen this year, 
but that my heart may be fixed truſting 
in thee, and that I may be always found 
doing the work ; and that I and mine, 
and all thy faithful people may be hid, 
and provided for in the day of thy teri- 
ble viſitation. Amen.“ 

As for my dear relatives, I beſeech 
thee to bleſs them in their fouls and bo- 
dies, and outward eftate, throughout 
the enfuing year. And I pray that chou 
wouldſt reform the inhabitants of the 
Britiſh Iſles, by thy mercies; and grant 


that while thy judgments are abroad in 


the earth, we may learn righteouſneſs. 
Amen.“ 5 Big 5 
Jan. 1. 1723. We have fuch pot 
tions as theſe, © Lord do thou eſtabliſh 
my heart in thy covenant, and grant 
that I may never depart from thee. 
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in Do thou incline, and enable me always 
- to act, as becomes a fincere chriſtian, 
nt and a faithful miniſter of the goſpel. 
$, Keep me from the deceitfulneſs of my 
a- own heart, and employ me long in the 
r, work of thy miniſtry, and make me 
2 more uſeful than I have ever yet been. 
id Raiſe up to me many hearty friends, in 
Ee, this country, wherein I am a ſtranger. 
d, Direct and _ me in all my lawful 
ri- and commendable affairs, and help me 


to make thy glory my chief end, and 
thy word my rule in all caſes; and at 
all times make my ſervant a true be- 
liever, ſincerely religious; and grant 
that all who ſhall ſerve me, may be in 
the number of thy faithful ſervants, — 
help me to live continually in the exer- 
ciſe of a fincere faith, and a well 
grounded hope. Amen, for Chriſt's 
lake.” . 

Jan 1. 1742, Fhe Doctor thus writes, 
* have this morning Jointly with my , 
dear wife, 'and dee by myſelf, renew- 
ed my covenant witli "God, and I ap- 
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prove of, and conſent to, all the terms 
and parts of it, reſolving by the aſſiſt- 
ance of his grace, to live according to 
the engagements of it. And I earneſtly 
beg of thee, my moſt gracious, com- 
paſſionate, bountiful, and faithful God, 
and heavenly father, that I. may have 
thy holy Spirit dwelling and abiding in 
me, that my ſinful diſęaſed ſoul may be 
healed, my polluted ſoul cleanſed, my 
ignorant ſoul inſtructed, and my weak 
Sul ſtrengthened.” 


Lord do thou enable me and my 


dear wife, to live in the fear and love 


of thee, duely obſerving all thy com- 
mandments and ordinances ; and make 
us great helps, bleſſings, and comforts 
to each -other continually. Keep, and 
preſerve us from all enſnaring com- 
Na acquaintance, and circnmſtances. 

ake us bleſſings and comforts to 
our parents and relations, and make 


them ſuch unto us. And, Lord, do thou 
be pleaſed to guide, bleſs, and preſerve 


us, through the enſuing year, and bring 
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us to ſee the end of it in holineſs, peace, 

health, ſafety,” and comfort. Amen, 

for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Thus the Doctor ſpent the new- 


years day in a devout and religious man- 


ner. He might therefore well ſpeak of 
it as he docs, Jan. 1, 1755, as his 
thankſgiving and ſupplication day ; and 
ſuch was the pleaſure he took in theſe _ 
exerciſes, that it was, as he calls it, his 
joyful day ; and after he was in London 
he made it his annual feaſt day. For he 
uſed, for ſeveral years, at every return 
of it, to invite ſome miniſters, and two 
or three of his relations to dine with 
Thus he writes on the evening of the 
day above mentioned. My gracious, 
God has made it, as in years paſt, a 
good day to my foul. He has given 
me a comfortable opportunity, with the 
aſſiſtance of ſome of his miniſters, of 
giving him thanks for the mercies of the 
year paſt, and of preſenting our peti- 
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tions to him for the bleſſings we need ; 
and I have defired the preſence of mini- 
ſters, not only that they may affiſt us in 
our thankſgivings, and prayers, but 
that they may be witneſſes, that I ac- 
knowledge God as the fountain, and 
giver of all the mercies, of which 1 
and my wife, and all the other branches 
. of my family, are partakers; and that 
I render thanks and praiſes to him for 
all: and as witneſſes alſo, that TI own 
my dependance on God for all I want 
and defire, and that alt my expeRation 
is from his providence, grace, and mer- 
cy ; and that my truſt and hope 1s not 
in any creature, but in my God, the 
creator, the wiſe and gracious orderer 
of all things; whoſe word declares him 
to be a God hearing prayer, and whoſe _ 

rovidence continually proves the truth 
of that joyful declaration.” 

« O my God! grant the petitions, 
which have been preſented unto thee, 
this day, and beſtow. on me and my 
family the grace; mercies, and bleſſings, 
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for which we haveſprayed. And make 


me more humble, more holy, more ex- 
emplary, and more uſeful, through the 
courſe of the enfuing year, and in time 
to come, than I have ever been. For 
Chriſt's ſake, Amen. 

Sometimes the Doctor ſet apart a 
day for faſting and humiliation, with 
his 12 Thus it was for inſtance 


Jun. 9, 1715. One deſign of which, 


as he ſpeaks, is to humble ourſelves, 
and to exerciſe repentance for our per- 
ſonal and family fins, and for the fins 
of the nation, which have provoked 
thee, O moſt holy God, to bring a day 
of thy wrath upon us. And indeed 
the clouds ſeem to be gathered; and 
dreadful ſtorms ſeem ready to fall upon 
us. Our fins, and divine providence 
call us to. humiliation and repentance, 
to faſting and prayer.” 

% Another end of this family faſt is 
to renew our covenant with God. and 
to beg that — that counſel and 

I 2 
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direction for ourſelves, and the nation, 
which are needful for us. And now, 
O God! aſſiſt me, and every one of us 
m the weighty duty this day incumbent 
on us. O make our conſciences tender. 
O give us broken and contrite hearts, 
and the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication. 
Lord, grant us the help of thy ſpirit, 
for without that, we ſhall do nothing as 
we ought. And aſſiſt me, O my God, 
in the work of ſelf-examination, and 
enable me ſavingly to repent of all my 
fins of omiſſion and commiſſion, and 
unfeignedly to renew my covenant 
with thee, and direct me to thoſe things 
for which I may, and ought, to pray.“ 
The mercies and bleffings which I 
would this day ſeek at the ' throne of 
grace are theſe — That our repentance 
may be ſincere and faving—That our 
faith in Chriſt may be unfeigned, ſtrong, 
and vigorous—That the covenant be- 
tween God and our fouls may be re- 
newed, and -ratified-—That we may 
grow in grace, be more ſtedfaſt in the 


=. 


fear of the Lord, and be a reformed 
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family — That God would ſpare Great 
Britain and Ireland, and not bring upon 
us the day of his anger. And that if 
the Lord ſhould execute on us the judg- 
ments we have deſerved, he would be 
pleaſed to hide his own people, and 
protect and defend them—that he 
would prepare us for a day of trial, and 
keep us from all unbelieving and deſ- 
ponding fears, and make us willing to 
part with all our worldly goods and 
comforts for the ſake of Chriſt, and to 
rejoice in tribulation, and to commit 
our way unto God, and to reſt in him, 
and wait patiently for him; and if it be 
for Gods glory and our good, that he 
would provide for us a place of refuge, 
direct all our ſteps, guide us in the way 
in which we ſhould go, ayd make us 
walk ſafely, keeping our feet from 
ſtumbling, that when we he down 
we may not be afraid of ſudden 
tear, nor of the _—_s of the 
4 s | 3 
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wicked when it cometh, but make the 


Lord our confidence, who ſhall keep 
our feet from being taken. 

The fins, which upon reflection, 
I find myſelf moſt guilty of are theſe. 
1. A frequent deadneſs and dulneſs in 
ſecret duties; one ſinful cauſe of which 
is my performing them too late at night. 
2. A- barrenneſs, and want of holy 
thoughts, and I am not fo frequent and 
ſerious in holy meditations, and ejacu- 
lations of prayer and praife, as I ought 
to be ; although I bleſs God, he is daily 
in my thoughts, and I defire to be more 
heavenly-minded. 3. A proneneſs to. 
pride and ambition, to impatience and 
diſcontent. Oh! the pride and haugh- 
tineſs of my heart! Oh! the impa- 
tience of my temper! How ſoon are 
my ſpirits ruffled, and my mind diſcom- 

ſed by any croſs accident. 4. World- 
y mindedneſs. Oh! how fond am I 
of worldly comforts! how much griev- 
ed, and afflicted, if they are taken 
from me! 5. Senſuality. I am too 


* 
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careful and tender of my vile body. 
6. I have been negligent of the duty of 
reproving others for their fins, through 


fear of diſpleaſing men: 7. I have not 


been ſo forward as I ought to have been 


in promoting ſpiritual diſcourſe. When 
I would do good evilis preſent with me, 


and the good that I would do, I do not, 


but the evil which I would not that I do. 


O my God, my fins are innumerable ; 
I would confeſs and bewail them before 


| thee. O my God, cleanſe thou me from 


my ſecret faults. That which I ſee not 
teach thou me, and if I have done ini- 
quity, I-will do no more.” 1 
Lord, by my fins I have deſerved 
the ſevereſt tokens of thy indignation, 
and to be caſt out of. the care of thy 
providence and grace : but Lord, I re- 
nounce all my fins, and give up myſelf 
wholly unto thee, and I now ratify cke 
covenant which I made with thee my 
God; Aug. 27, 1713, and reſolve, in 
thy ſtrength, to ſerve thee in newneſs of 
life, all my. days, and to be moe 
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watchful, more circumſpeR, in time to 
come, than ever yet I have been. Lord 
ſtrengthen my holy reſolutions, and 
give me grace to perform them. 
Amen.” 

On another faſt day, Feb. 1. 1716, 
he takes notice of his being too much 
delighted with worldly accomodations 
and conveniences; and of his being too 
timorous in the cauſe of God and reli- 
gion, and of his not _ ſo bold and 


active for the good of ſouls as he ought - 
to be, And I am apt, ſays he, to 


rely on human ſupports, and to truſt 


too much in megns. My graces 


are weak, faith weak, hope feeble, 
holy defires languid, love to Chriſt not 


ſo warm and ftrong as it ought to be, 


Oh!] the ſad remainder of unbelief that 


is in me! Oh! my unbelieving fears !” 


But then he adds, 
«© Blefſed be my good God, and 


heavenly-father in Chriſt ; through the 


influence of thy ſpirit, theſe things gre 


my burden, and grief, and what I pray, 


le 1 als. am G * 
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watch, and ſtrive againſt. O my God! 
give me a compleat victory over all my 
corruptions. And thus he writes Dec. 
7. 1715. © As for the preſent ſtate of 
my foul, I bleſs God that the bent 
of it is heaven-wards, and my deſires 
are after more holineſs, more grace, 
more heavenly knowledge, and that it 
is my endeavour (but ah! how weak 
are my endeavours!) to forſake and 
avoid all known fin, and to Practice 
every known duty.” : 

And thus he exprefleth his thoughts, 
Jan. 1717. © Oh! how hard do I 
find it to keep my mind compoſed, 
cloſe, and attentive, in religious exerci- 
fes! I want zeal, and courage, and 
heavenly mindedneſs, to ferve my God 
and Saviour as I ought. It is matter of 
lamentation to me, that T love my God 
no more, and ſerve him no Peter that 
I am not more fruitful in works of 

righteouſneſs, and mercy; and that I 
am'not more ſucceſsful in the work of 


the miniſtry. O my God, carry on a 


IE: 
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of the leaſt of my paſt fins, therefore I 
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ſaving work of faith and holineſs, and 
perfect that which is lacking in me, for 
Chriſt's fake. Amen“. 

This is the languarge of a pious ſoul, 
and that the Doctor might improve in 
grace and holineſs, he was concerned 
to look daily unto jeſus, to meditate on 
the promiſes of the word, and to ob- 
ſerve its precepts as the rule of all his 


thoughts, affections, words, and ac- 


tions. 


1 deſire, ſays he, to accept of 
Chriſt, commit myſelf to him, hope and 


truſt in him for theſe ends and purpoſes. 
t. That I may have his ſpotleſs, per- 
fect, and meritorious righteouſneſs for 
my "juſtification before God; For my 
own righteouſneſs is defiled by reaſon of 
its finful mixtures. But if I could per- 


form a perfect righteouſneſs, and per- 


Ry = ep all the commandments of 
„yet I ſhonld be an unprofitable 


2 and my obedience would be no 


ſatisfaction to God's juſtice for any one 


— - 
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take Chriſt as Jehovah my righteouſ- 


neſs.” 

* 2. That I may have the adoption of 
ſons, and be one of God's children; 
and may, through grace, be a partaker 
of all the priviledges of his children, 
and have a right to an inheritance a- 
nmog the faints in light.“ | 

3. That I may obtain the ſanctification 
of my nature, and be made holy in my 
heart, life, and converſation ; and that 
I may obtain that grace which will ef- 
ſectually incline, and enable me to live, 
in all reſpects; according to the excel- 
lent rules of the goſpel.“ 

« 4. That I may be enabled to per- 
ſevere in the way of faith and holineſs, 
and to do, and ſuffer, whatever the 
word and providence of God, ſhall call 
me to, all the days of my appointed 
time on earth, even to the moment of 
my death.“ | 

«* g. That I may have peace of con- 
ſcience, joy in the holy Ghoſt, and in- 
creaſe o grace all my days.” | 
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6 6. That my heart may be more 
weaned from this vain world, and all 
its alluring objects; and that I may be 
free, and preſerved from all inordinate 
affections to creature comforts, and en- 
abled to uſe theſe things, and not to 
abuſe them.“ 

* 7. That I may be preſerved from 
all deſpair, and deſpondence, from all 
unbelieving doubts and fears, and from 
all finful ambition, and covetouſneſs ; 
from all pride, envy, malice, ſtrife, 
and diſcontent with my condition.” 

* 8. That I may give unto God the 
praiſe and honour of all good com- 
municated to me, and done by me, 
who am, and can be, no more than 
a receiver of the grace and bounty of 
God, and an inſtrument of good, and 
that only when he is pleaſed to make 
and uſe me as ſuch.” 

9. That the good things of this 
world may be my portion, but that 
I may have no more of them than Go\ 
will give me grace to enjoy in a right 
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manner, and improve according to nis 


will and my duty.“ 


10.“ That I may live in a due de- 
pendance on the divine wiſdom, power, 
goodneſs, mercy, faithfulneſs, promiſcs, 
and providence.” | 

11. That God may be my por- 
tion now, and for ever, and that Chrift 
may be all ia all to me. For theſe ends 
I look unto Jeſus, ſeek to him, and de- 
pend upon him.” And they who are 
thus looking to him by that faith, which 
working by love, purifieth the heart, 
may, after the D: dor s example, con- 
ſider the promiſes for their encourage- 
ment in every duty. To this hs was 
the rather led, by having found in a va- 
riety of :nftances, that God had dealt 
with him according to his word. For 
thus he writes, 

« It is good to aſk counſel of God, to 


beg. and Jepend on, his direction and 
bicfling g. I find it fo by ſweet and large 


experience. The Holy Ghoſt faith, truſt 


in the Lord with all thine han, and 
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lean not to thine own underſtanding. In 
all. thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
ſhall direct thy paths. Prov. ii. 56. 
And moſt true and faithful is this word 
of God. Witneſs my hand, Theophi- 
lus Lobb, May 11, 1722.—Of a truth 
the Lord is good to them that wait for 
him, to the ſoul that ſeeketh him. It is 
good that a man ſhould both hope and 
quietly wait for the ſalvation of the 
Lord, Lam. iii. 25. 26, witneſs, Theo- 
philus Lobb, who always finds it thus, 
Bleſſed be my God, Jan. 14, 1743.” 
The Doctor was ſenſible that they, 
who negleRed the duties, to the practice 
of which the promiſes are deſigned to 
encourage vs, have no reaſon to lay claim 
to the bleſſings they ſpcak of. Agreca- 
bly to this we find that having mention- 
ed, Pſal. waxvit- 3. Truſt in the 
Lord, and do good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou ſhalt be 
fed,” He puts this queſtion. O my 


ſoul, haſt thou performed theſe duties?” 


And this he thus anſwers, © By the 
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influences of the Holy Spirit I have, 
many years been daily ſeeking to God 
for all the mercies I need ; expecting 
them only from him, which 1s a truſt- 
ing in him. And by the fame divine 
influence, I have diligently employed 
my time in uſeful ſtudics and labours 
for the good of myſelf and family, 
and for the benefit of mankind; 1o 
that the other duty has been, and 
ſtill is the matter of my practice.“ And 
he adds, the precious promifes con- 


tained in the words, have been punctu- 
ally fulfilled to me. For the Lord hath 


made me to dwell in the land almoſt 
fourſcore years; he hath clothed me 
and fed me, and given me not only 
the neceſſaries, but comforts of life. 


Bleſſed for ever be his holy name.” 


1758. | | 
Looking on the promiſes as a founda- 


tion for his hope, that God would graci- 


ouſly hear and anſwer his prayers, the 
DoRor delighted, and abounded in this 
- K 2 
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duty; and knowingthat godlineſs is profi- 
ta! ble unto all things, having the promiſe 
ot the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come, I. Tim. iv. 8, he prayed, 
and with hope, for the things which 
made for his comfort in this world, as 
well as for thoſe which reſpected his 
everlaſting happineſs in the other. Thus 
he writes on Phil. iv. 6. 

«© Theſe words teach me, 1. That I 
ought to watcb, and pray, and ſtrive 
againſt all anxious care about any thing. 
2. That God hath beſtowed on me this 


great priviledge, that on every occa- 


ſion, I may make my requeſts known 
unto him by prayer and ſupplication, 
with thankſgiving. 43. That my re- 
queſts which are agreeable to the word 
of God will be granted; this ſeems im- 
plied. And 4. That thus doing, the 
peace of God, which paſſcth all under- 
nanding, mall keep my heart and mind 
through Jeſus Chriſt.” And it might 
well be ſaid that he was praying always 
with all prayer and ſupplication in the 
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fpirit, and watching thereunto with all per- 
ſeverance and ſupplication for all ſaints, 
Eph. vi. 18. Thus he ſpeaks. & My 
heavenly father inclines and helps me 
to call upon him by prayer,, not only 
ftated, but ejaculatory ; and abundantly 
manifeſts himſelf unto me, as a God 


hearing and anſwering prayer. I muſt 


bear my teſlimony for God, that he is 
faithful in performing his promiſes. I 
know of a truth, by the anſwers I re- 
ceive to my prayers, that there 1s a 
God, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him. And 
in all. times of diſtreſs, I have run to 
my God and faviour, exprefſing my 
defires of fupport and deliverance, and 
have obtained them. March 3, 1758. 
From this it appears, that the promi- 
fes were a fpring of conſolation to the 
Doctor, and contributed not a little to 
his being contented and chearful under 
all his afflictions. Sometimes indeed he 
complains that his foul was * 
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with fad fears, through remaining un- 
belief: But at other times he ſpeaks of 
his being fupported and comforted ; his 
faith and hope being in exerciſe, 
through the bleſſed workings of the 
Holy Spirit. His eſtate was ſcarce ſuſli- 
cient to maintain his family, and when 
he had been above two years in the 
city, the practice of phyſic brought him 
in but little: but he did not upon this give 
up all hope, but thus prayed. © O my 
heavenly father! we are in great per- 
plexity ; but to thee do we look up; in 
thee do we truſt and hope; thou art our. 
helper and refuge. O thou fountain of 
all grace! thou art able to fit us for 
theblcflings we want, and for which 
we daily pray, and canſt beſtow them 
on us, and enable us to receive, enjoy, 
and improve them, with due humitity 
and thankfulneſs, according to thy will, 


and our duty, We caſt this burden 


upon thee; do thou ſuſtain us, accord- 
ing to thy word.“ 1734 


AND GODLINESS, 104 
The Doctor obſcrves that God is 
ſometimes pleaſed not only to continue, 
but increaic the afflictions of his people; 
although they again and again pray to 
him for deliverance, and yet he is not 
forgetful of his promiſe, and does not 
turn away his ear fiom their prayer. He 
does not, indeed, give them that ve 
thing which they fondly deſire, but. 
being infinitely. wife, as well as gracious, 
he deals with. them in that manner, 
which is moſt for their real good, their 
future and eternal blefledneſs, Rom. vii. 
28. And the ſufferings of this preſcat 
time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which ſhall be revealed: 
in them, ver. 18. Agreeably to this, in 
a time of great and long affliction, the 
Doctor thus pravs, : 
* O my God! do not leave me deſti- 


tute of thy mercy. Caſt me not off in 


my old age. It is for wiſe and holy 
ends that thou haſt not delivered me. 
I will juſtify thee, and condemn mylelf, 


and love thee for afflicting me. Oh! help 
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me to behave aright under thy rebuking 
providence ; and lay no more upon me 
than thou wilt enable me to bear. My 
mind has been in great confuſion and 
diſtreſs, under the apprehenſion of the 
event of my affliction, not confidering 
that whatever thou doeſt, is, and will 


be for the beſt. O my good God, par- 
don, free, and preſerve me, from all 


falſe notions and apprehenſions, and 


from all ruluctance of my ſtubborn will 
to thy ſovereign pleaſure; and help me 
to be always entirely ſatisfied therewith, 
And deliver us from our troubles, as far 
as may be for thy glory and our good, 
and our greateſt uſefulneſs in the world. 


Amen.” 1751: 


Having therefore theſe promiſes, let 
ns cleanie ourſelves from all filthineſs 
of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holi- 
neſs in the fear of Sod; and take his 
word as our rule, at all times, and on 
all occaſions, as to our thoughts, affec- 
tions, words and actions. This is ab- 


folutely neceſſary, that we may ſecure 
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the bleſſings ſet before us in the pro- 
miſes. And in this we have the Doc- 
tor's example; we ſhall have full proof 
of this, if we add the following things 
to what has been obſerved concerning 
him. | 

He had that faith in the Son of God 
which overcame the world. For neither 
the hopes of its good things, nor the 
fears of its evil things, could move him 
to do that which he thought to be fin- 
ful. After he was ſettled in London, 
and a period was put to his miniſtry, a 
certain great man aſked him whether he 
did not now conform? “ imagining, 
ſays the Doctor, as I ſuppoſe, that 1 
would do ſo, it being the way to prefer- 
ment; but I told him, that I was a 
Difſenter upon principle, and ſaw no 
reaſon- to alter my judgment.” From 
this converſation he concluded, that ac- 
cording to the common courſe of things 
there was no likelihood of his being em- 
ployed as a phyſician, or encouraged in 
any uſeful undertaking by the great men 
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of the church, becauſe he was a Dif- 
ſenter, and had been many years a 
diflenting miniſter. © But blefled, ſays 
he, be my God for both. I rejoice in my 
being a Diſſenter, notwithſtanding the 
diſadvantages of it, as to worldly things.” 
And on this he thus prays, 

* O my God, I praiſe and thank 
thee for keeping me from all finful 
conformities, for the ſake of temporal 
gain. I had rather be poor and low in 
the world than gain by conformity the 
riches and honours of the moſt celebra- 
ted phyfician. Thy Holy Spirit hath. en- 
abled me hitherto, and I pray and truſt, 
that he will always enable- me to a& 
according to nght principles, and to be 
true and faithful to my God and Savi- 
our. If thou, my God, didſt fee it 
beſt, to bring me into a greater ſtation 
of uſefulneſs and plenty thou couldſt do 
i notwithſtanding all the blocks and im- 
pediments that lie in the way. Joſeph 
was an obſcure perſon, poor and needy, 
and in a priſon, and of different princi- 
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ples and religion, from Pharaoh, and 
the Egyptians. Daniel, Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and Abednego, were of different 
principles, and religion, from thoſe a- 
mong whom they were captives; and yet 
tliou didſt bring them into ſtations of 
great uſefulneſs and plenty. And thou 
art able to make me, a deſpiſed man, 
greatly uſeful in the world. To thee 
I fly, as to the God of my ſalvation, 
my only, and all-ſutficient helper. I 


would not ſeck for the great things of 


this world, but T may; and do ſeek, 
and pray for ability to do juſtly, and 
ſhew mercy, and contribute to every 
uſeful and good work; and may I not 
hope that thou walt in thy own good 
time, beſtow this upon thy poor ſer- 
vant. Oh1 appear for me, for the ſake 


of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen.” 


Having mentioned the Doctor's quit- 
ting the miniſtry, it may be proper to 
| ſet down the account, he gives of it, 


which is as follows, ©< When I liv ed 


at Yeovil, ſuch was the ſucceſs I had 
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with my patients, that ſome faid the 
DoRor would ſpoil the divine, and that 
I ſhould ſoon lay down the miniſtry. 
Others ſaid, that my practice would 
greatly increaſe: But ſuch was the in- 
fluence of the grace of God on my ſoul, 
that I am not conſcious to myſelf of the 
leaſt inclination at any time, to give 
over the work of the miniſtry, for the 
lake of any worldly advantage. And 
when God ſuffered a period to be put 
to my exerciſe of the paſtoral office, by 
the breaking up of the congregation, 
which I ſerved, it was an inexpreſſible 
grief unto me. I was recommended, 
and preached to two. vacant congrega- 
tions, but neither of them giving me a 
call to the paſtoral office, I aſłed coun- 
ſel of God, and prayed, that he would 
let me know what I ought to do as to 
Occa ſional preaching ; and as I have con- 


 Ldered the caſe, ſo I conſulted with ſe- 


veral worthy miniſters, and it ſeemed 
© them, as well as to me, that 


the providence of God was leading me 
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to apply, wholly to the practice of ply- 
fic, and that it was not my duty to con- 
tinue preaching occaſionally; and I have 
the more reaſon to be ſatisfied herein, 
becauſe every congregation in this city 
may be ſupplied without me, and be- 


cauſe, as I am informed, my preaching 


here is not generally acceptable, and 
* conſequently not generally uſeful. Apr, 


22, 1734- 
The Doctor was a very ſtrict obſerv- 
er of the chriſtian ſabbath, not doing 


his own ways, nor finding his own 


pleaſure, on that day. And if not hin- 
dered by his own illneſs, or that of his 


patients, he conſtantly attended on the 
public worſhip of God, morning and 
afternoon, and ſpent the reſt of the 
time, in pious meditations, and religi- 
ous exerciſes, except what was taken 
up in works of neceſſity, and mercy. 
Agrecably to this we find in his Diary, 
that when a gentleman came on the 


Lord's day, to aſk him the deſign of 
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the lectures he propoſed to read, and 
the terms of attending them, although 
he anſwered his queſtions in few words, 
yet, when he reflected on what had 
paſt; he was grieved that he entered 
into any converſation with him about 
theſe ſubjects. © I ſhould, ſays he, have 
Þoldly told him, that this is not 2 day for 
ſuch tranſactions, and have deferred 
him till to-morrow ;“ and he prays that 
God would forgive his fin. When ſome 
gentlewomen came to viſit his wife and 
ſiſters he would not ſee them, and when 
they were gone he gave his man a 
charge, before the family, if any came 
on that day, not to let them in, unleſs 
they wanted the Doctor, but to tell 
them that they received no viſits on the 
Lord's day. 

The ſacrament was adminiſtered. 
every month, and the Doctor was a 
conſtant communicant; and that he 
might not eat the bread, and drink the 
cup of the Lord unwort hily „ he examine» | 


ed himſclf, and called upon his ſoul, 
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faithfully to anſwer the following queſ- 


tions. 


1. Haſt thou been convinced 


that thou art undone for ever, unleſs 


thou doſt obtain an intereſt in Chriſt 
Jeſus? A. I hope I can ſay, that through 
the working of the Holy Spirit I have 
been convinced of this.” 

9. 2. ©& Haſt thou been made fo 
ſenſible of the evil of ſin as to repent of 
it? A. I hope that through the free 
grace of God, I can ſay that I have had 
ſuch a ſenſe of the odiouſneſs of fin, as 
makes me earneſtly defire deliverance, 
not only from the puniſhment due to fin, 
but even from its dominion ; ſuch a ſenſe 
of its evil, as hath brought me to re- 
ſolve to forſake all fin, and to follow 


after holineſs; and to apply myſelf to 


endeavours of returning to my merciful 
God, in a courſe of univerſal obedience. 
And that though I daily come ſhort of 
my duty, yet it is not with allowance, or 
approbation, but with grief and trouble 
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to my ſoul; and I hope I can ſay, that 
I had rather be delivered from ſin, than 
from affliction, and that I deſire to be 
perfecting holineſs in the fear of the 
Lord. I have many remaining indwel- 
ling luſts, but I earneſtly defire to be 
purged from them; and I reſolve, by 
the aſſiſtance of divine grace, to watch 
and pray, and ſtrive, againſt all fin, 
and mortify all the deeds of the body, 
and crucify all the luſts of the fleſh: wad 
there is not one luſt, which I would 
not willingly part with, and have in- 
tirely ſubdued.” 

9. 2. *© Doſt thou believe in the 
Lord Jefus, and receive him on the 
terms of the goſpel? A. I believe that 
he is the promiſed Meſſiah, the ſon 
of God, the only Saviour of ſinful men; 
and that he is both able and willing to 
fave me. The declarations of the goſ- 
pel, and its gracious invitations and pro- 
miſes, give me reaſon for this belief. And 
as I know that he is offered to finners as 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, fol hope I can 
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fay, that the Holy Ghoſt hath wrought 


in me a defire and conſent to receive 
him as thus offered. And I receive Chriſt 
to teach me by his word, and Spirit, 
the will of God for my ſalvation, and 
engage by divine help to be his diſciple ; 
to believe his doctrines, and obediently 
obſerve his inſtructions. I receive him 
as my only merciful, faithful high-prieſt. 
depend on his everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, propitiatory ſacrifice, and pre- 
vailing interceſſion for juſtification, and 
acceptance with God. And receiving 
him as my King, I engage, by divine 
aſſiſtance, to be ſubjeR to his authority 
in all things, and to depend on him to 


reſerve me from the malice and power 


of all the adverſaries of my ſoul, and to 
bring me at length to his heavenly king- 


dom.” 


9. 4. But Chriſt: ſaith, © He, that 
forſaketh not all that he hath, cannot be 
my diſciple,” Luke xw. 33. Art 
thou willing to do this, if providence 
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ſhould call thee to it? A. I know that 
this is a duty, and that it is moſt reaſon- 
able, though difficult and hard to fleſh 
and blood : But I give up my relations, 
all my worldly goods, and even life it- 
ſelf unto Chriſt Jeſus ; reſolving, in a de- 
pendance on the Holy Spirit, to part 
with them chearfully, in ſuch a day of 
trial, if the honour, intereſt, and will of 
God, ſhould call me to do it.” 

5. Doſt thou defire to receive 
the Lord's ſupper in token of thy con- 
tinued conſent, and adherence to, God's 
covenant of grace, and as a means of 
weakening thy corruptions, and increaſ- 
ing grace in thee? A. I hope I can 
truly ſay, that I approve of the cove- 
nant, which I have ſolemnly made with 
the Lord my God, and reſolve; not in 
my own ſtrength, but in the ſtrength of 
Chriſt, ſtedfaſtly to adhere to it all 
the days of my life. I renounce fin and 
Satan, all the vanities of this world, and 
all the luſts of the fleſh; and I now 
give up myſelf entirely unto my graci- 
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ous God, to be his obedient ſervant ; 
to believe, and act, according to the 
rule of his holy word ; to be juſtified, 
ſanctified, and glorified ; and I defire to 
expreſs, and teſtify my renewed en- 
gagement at the Lord's table, and to 
partake of that ordinance as a means, 
with the bleſſing of God, and the 
working of his —1 ſpirit, to ſtrengthen 
my faith and holy reſolutions, and as 
a means to weaken all my indwelling 
luſts and corruptions, and of conveying 
to my ſoul all that grace that i is wanting 
in me, and needful for me.” 

Another inſtance of the Doctor's ſelf- 
examination is as follows. Q. 1. © Does 
the frame and temper of thy ſoul- cor- 
reſpond with the holy meaning, and 
end of the Lord's ſupper? A. I muft 
confeſs that great are my corruptions, 
and my fins ; but I hope that, through 
the grace of God, I can ſay, that I de- 
fire to love the Lord Jefus, as the chief 


of ten thouſand, and to keep up in my 


heart a lively ſenſe of his redeeming 
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love and grace, of what he did, and 


ſoffered, and purchaſed for thoſe who 
believe on his name ; and that I defire 
to have every one of my indwelling luſts 
mortified, and ſubdued, and purged out 
of my heart, and to live an holy hea- 
venly life, by union and fellowſhip with 


Chriſt, and to partake of him, as he is 


the bread and watcr of life.” 

2. © Has thy life and converſa- 
tion correſponded with the obligation 
laid upon thee by the holy ſacrament? 
A. I muſt confeſs that the contrarieties of 
my life to the holy engagements, I am 
laid under by the holy ſacrament, are 


innumerable. Oh! that the guilt of 


them may be waſhed away by the 
blood of Jeſus! Oh! that I did hate 
and lament them more ! But I hope, 
that through grace I can ſay, that it is 
my defire, and endeavour to practice 
every known duty, and that I do not 
allow myſelf in any known fin; but 
make the glory of God the chicf end of 
my life, and that I am concerned to 
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walk according to the rule of his 


word.” 

; Since on the morrow thou 
art, through the favour of God, to go to 
the goſpel feaſt, what are thy wants, and 
neceſſities? A. Upon a ſerious look- 
ing into the ſtate and frame of my ſoul, 
I find that I want many things. For 1. 
The affections of my mind to earthly 
things are violent and unruly. Oh 
the difficulty that I find to bridle and 


and ſubdue them. Lord govern them 


for me. Raiſe my affections more to 
heavenly things; and as to creature 
comforts, keep them within due bounds. 
—2, I find that I want a much greater 
ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, more reverence of 
God, humility, meekneſs, and patience, 
more grace to depend only on God, 
and truſt in his promiſes and provi- 
dence. I want more wiſdom, courage, 
and boldneſs, to act, and ſpeak for 
God, and his honour. I want a greater 
hatred, and abhorrence of fin, and to 
have every grace more ſtrengthened, 


| 
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and my indwelling luſts more morti- 


fied.” 

24. What are thy ends and re- 
ſolutions in going to the Lord's table ? 
A. I defire to be a partaker of Chriſt, 
and his ſaving benefits, and to renew 
my covenant with God, and engage 
myſelf afreſh to him, and to remem- 
ber Chriſt in his own way. Lord ow 

re my heart for the ſolemnity of thy 
ſupper, and help me to keep the feaſt 
with the unleavened bread of fincerity 
and truth. Amen.” 

On the Lords-day morning, before 
the adminiſtration of the Lord's ſupper, 
the Doctor thus prays. © O my God, 
I humbly, and earneſtly, beſeech thee 
to help me, by thy Holy Spirit, to re- 
new my covenant with thee, -with 
an active faith, and fervent affections, 
and to feed ſpiritually on Chriſt crucifi- 
ed for me. O make this a good, a 
comfortable day to my ſoul. For 
Chriſt's ſake make thine ordinances 
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ſavingly edifying and conſolating to 


me.” 

O my God! upon looking into my 
heart, I find my faith weak and fee- 
ble, my n:ind dead and dull to hea- 
venly things, corruptions and indwel- 
ling luſts ſadly working in my foul. 
Oh! how is my mind defiled by mul- 
titudes of ſinful and unclean thoughts! 
Lord, I would bewail before thee my 
original corruption, and all my actual 
tranſgreſſions which proceed from it. 
And this day I look unto thee for freſh 
ſupplies of grace, to enable me to mor- 
tify all the deeds of the body, and to 
lay afide every weight, and the fin 
which doth ſo eaſily beſet me. Oh! that 
I may this day receive large communi- 
cations of divine light and life, grace 
and comfort.” Y 

« O my God! I renounce fin and 
Satan, all the vanities of this world, and 
the luſts of the fleſh, and give up my- 
entirely unto thee, to be thy ſervant. 


And as I take thy ſacred word to be 
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the only rule of my faith and practice, 
ſo I engage, through thy aſſiſtance, al- 
ways to walk agreeably to it. I ſtand 
to the covenant which I have again and 


again ratified at the Lord's table, and 


* to live according to the tenor of 
; but knowing that I cannot of myſelf 
wb m my holy reſolutions, I put my 
truſt in thee, for will and ability. O 
never leave me nor forſake me. Amen. 
And in che cvening he thus expreſſeth 
his thankfulneſs to God. My hea- 
venly Father did wonderfully help me 
in renewing my covenant with him, at 
the Lord's table. Oh! it was a good op- 
portunity to my ſoul, I can never be 
thankful enough for that free and ſove- 
reign grace which hath been vouchſafed 
to me. Lord, help me duely to im- 
peovs this experience, and grant that it 
y be an effectual means of encou- 
A my faith, hope, and obedience.“ 
The Doctor acted as a miniſter in his 
own houſe, teaching the ſervants and 


* young perſons i in his family, the fear 
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of the Lord. Lord's day after ſup- 


per, I catechiſed the children, and in- 
ſtructed the ſervants, as uſual.” Dec. 
25, 1743. And he ſhowed his concern 
that they who ſerved him ſhould be 
the ſervants of God, by praying for 
them in his cloſet, as well as with his 
family. His maid, for inſtance, bein 

fick, he prays that God would ſanctify 
it to her, and make it the means of ſav- 
ing good to her foul; and mercifully 
heal her, and aſſiſt him in diſcourt- 
ing with her, and ſo ſeal inſtruction to 
her, that it might be effectual to her 
converſion. - And his man being gone 
to take leave of one who was going to 
Jamaica, he prayed for him, that ne 
ther his own corruptions, nor the per- 
ſuaſions of company, might prevail with 
him to do that whith was finful. Jan. 
I, 1743, he gives thanks for ſer- 


vants they had, that were very tract- 
able, and behaved to their ſatisfaction 
and comfort; and he praiſes God for 
M 
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making him and his wife, willi 
inſtruct them in the knowledge of the 
holy ſcriptures, and to take pains in 
reaching them; and for making them 
both willing to learn; and he thus 
prays, Lord, I humbly beſeech 
thee to keep me and my dear wife, 
always diſpoſed to teach them, and to 
keep them always diſpoſed to learn of 
us. And may it pleaſe thee to direct 
and ſucceed us in teaching them, and 
make both of them true believes, and 
of the number of thy dear children, and 
bleſſings to us.“ One of theſe ſervants 
was a negro boy about 15 years of 
age; of whom I have the following ac- 
count, 

His father, he ſaid, planted rice, 
tobacco, and Indian corn. His grand- 
mother lived about two days walk from 
his father's, and being with her, a per- 
ſon deſired to have him for a month, 
to aſſiſt him in carrying ſome goods to 
the white peoples flip, and having 
fold him with the goods, he deſired 
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him to take care of them, and to go 


with the ſhip, which was to fail to a 


port not far from his father's. And 
ſome who knew him, coming to the 
ſhip, aſked him how he came there. 
He told them that he came with Inga- 
liſh, and that he left him to take care 
of his goods. They faid © he has ſold 
you, and if you don't get away with us, 
you will be carried to the white peoples 
country.” This made him afraid: but 
he refuſed to go aſhore with them, be- 
cauſe, as he ſaid, he ſhould be count- 
ed a bad boy, if the goods left to his 
care ſhould be loſt. His parents hear- 
ing this, went down to the ſhip, and 
finding that he was fold to the ſurgeon 
and mate, agreed with them for his 
ranſom ; but while they were gone for 
the things they were to give for him, 
the wind being fair, the captain gave 
orders for failing, They left Guinea 
in Auguſt, 1740, and arrived at Lon- 
don in April, 1741. He * 2 
| 2 
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grcat deal in the voyage, and having an 
intarmitting fever, was waſted to a 
{ke unn, and one of his maſters uſing 
age at the Angel Inn, in Angel 
Lan Cy , he was carried thither, and left 
with irs. A, the miſtreſs of the houſe, 
W. h . for ſelling him if he lived, 
or burying him if he died. 

July 20, The Doctor viſiting a pa- 
tient at the Inn, firſt ſaw this poor ne- 
gro, and what he heard and ſaw of his 
ſufferinge, raiſed in him a defire of re- 
deeming him from farther tardſhips; 
and Mrs. A aſſuring him, that he was 
very honeſt and tractable, he took a 
king to him, and had ſome thoughts 
of purchaſing him, and prayed that 
God would incline him to it, or reſtrain 
him from it, as might be moſt for his 

loxy, their good, and the good of the 
- And the price for him being 
ſettled, it was agreed that he ſhould 
have han a month upon trial; and on 
July 29 he went to the Doctor's, who 
thus prayed in the evening, © O my 
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heavenly father! I humbly befeech 


thee to bleſs this boy's coming to us; 


aciouſly remove his diſorders; make 
him a faithful, tractable, and comfort- 
able ſervant to us, and make us bleſſ- 
ings and comforts to him; help us to be- 
have diſcreetly and kindly to him; main- 
tain for us that authority over him which 
thou haſt given to maſters over their 
{ſervants ; and produce in him an affec- 
tion and regard to us, and bring him 
by us, as thy inſtruments, to ſaving 
knowledge and faith.” Aug. 4. being 


very ſick, the Doctor prayed for him 


that his ſickneſs might not be unto 
death. And the next day he ptaiſes 


God for directing and bleffing the 
means made uſe of for his recovery; 


for his fever was much abated, and 


he was daily growing better ; and be- 


having in a moſt orderly manner, when 


the time of his being upon trial was 


over, the Doctor went and paid the 
money agreed on for his purchaſe ; and 
M 3 
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being now his property, he renewed 
bis prayer, that they might be mutual 
bleſſings and comforts. The name 
given him by his former maſters was 
Vernon.“ To this the Doctor pre- 


fixed Joſeph,” on account of his 


having been ſold from his father and 
native country, and brought into a 
ſtrange land ; and upon this he prayed 
that they might have abundant cauſe to 
bleſs God for bringing them together. 

Nie daily improved in underſtanding, 
and ſpeaking Engliſh ; and beirg aſked 
if he ever prayed, he ſaid No,” and 
then being aſked if they ever prayed 
in his country, he ſaid © Yes,” his 
father prayed ſomething ; but not as his 
maſter did ; for when his father prayed, 
he. got up when the fun was almoſt 
come, and ſtood at his door to ſee the 
fun, and then lift up his hands and eyes 
to it, and aſked the ſun to make rice, 
tobacco, and corn to grow; and to 
make every thing he wanted. Upon 
this he was told, that the God to whom 
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his maſter prayed, made the fun, and 
all things. And the firſt chapter of 
Geneſis being read to him, he was very 
attentive to it; and defired ſeveral 
times to hear it, that he might under- 
ſtand what was ſaid about God's crea- 
ting all things. For he had this happy 
diſpofition, that if a ſubject was men- 
tioned, he would never leave aſking 
queſtions about it till he underſtood it. 
And there is reaſon to think, that from 
the time he knew to whom he was 
was to pray, and was told for what he 
ſhould pray, he never omitted prayer 
before he went to bed, and ſeldom in 
the morning. For when ſometimes he 
had ſlept too long, and was afraid of 
being behind hand in his buſineſs, he 
would mention it with ſome concern to 
his miſtreſs, and aſk her if he might not 
go into his maſter's ſtudy, when he 
was gone out, and ſhut the door, that 
he might perform this duty without in- 
terruption. And at meal times he con- 


ſtantly looked to God for his bleſſing on 
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his food, and gave thanks for it when 
he had done, unleſs he happened to 
forget, being called away before he 
had quite finiſhed. 

Being aſked what he underſtood of 
the firſt ſermon he heard, he ſaid, 
* when the man ſood up he ſpake ſuch 
words as maſter, when he prays, and 
when he took the book he many times 
ſaid Jeſus and Jeſus Chrift; Pray 
what is that thing Jeſus Chriſt the 
man talked of? And being told that 
God was angry with men for their 
fins, and that Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave 
us from his anger, he liſtened with 
great attention, ſeemed much affected, 
and aſked ſeveral queſtions of great im- 
portance, which Hs that he ob- 
ſerved what was ſaid, and took in the 
ſenſe of it. 

In January 1742, having learned to 
read the Child's Guide, and Dr. Watts's 
two Catechiſms, which he got by heart, 
with ſome of his ſongs, he began to 
read the bible; and in about ſix months 
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he could readily find any text, that was 
uoted by the miniſter in his ſermon. 
And he took great delight in reading 
the ſcriptures, and in reading notes on 
ſuch places as he did not underſtand; 
and every time he read, from the very 
firſt, he would deſire to have it explain- 
ed to him, and whenever he read by 
himſelf, or in the family, he would re- 
member the places he did not under- 
ſtand, and aſk the meaning of them. 
And he was ſo unwilling to miſs an o 


portunity of reading the bible, that he 


carried it always about him; and ben 
there was company, and he was oblig- 
ed to be within call, he would ſpend 
his leiſure time in reading it; and he 
never cared to go to bed without read- 
ing a chapter. It might therefore well 
be ſaid of him, that his delight was in 
the law of the Lord, and therein did he 
meditate day and night, Pfal. i. 2. 
Agreeably to this, being ill, and having 


a nurſe, he was much delighted to find, 


upon enquiry, that ſhe could read; and 
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would have her read to him ſeverat 


times a day. And being told that his 


maſter prayed for him in the family, he 
anſwered, © O my maſter is always 
ood, very kind, very good indeed, 

it one thing more I wiſh, that is, that 
my maſter would pray with me too, if 
not too much trouble, and then when 
I hear what he ſays in prayer, I 
ſhall know what words I ſhall fay 
when I pray.” Being aſked then whe- 
he prayed 5 himſelf, he ſaid “ Yes, 
very often, as well as I can, but now I 
am fick, I do not well know what 
words I ſhould fay, or I would pray 
many more things.” But being aſked 
what he deſired God to do for him, he 
faid “ to make me ſo good, that I 
might do every thing that God would 
have me do.” The Doctor ſpent ſome 
time in diſcourſe with him, and in 
prayer for him every night, while he 


was confined in his chamber, for which 


he expreſſed great thankfulneſs and 
ſatisfaction, and by his anſwers to the 
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queſtions which were put to him, he 
clearly diſcovered his knowledge and 
belief of the great truths of the goſpel ; 
and fo much did he delight in prayer, 
that many times in the evening, before 
the time of his maſter's uſually coming 
up, he would talk of his coming, and 
ſay that he hoped that he would have 
time to pray with him, and pray a 
great deal too; and being aſked if his 
maſter was not Jong, he ſaid No, 


jf it was not too much trouble to him, 


1 ſhould be glad if he was a great 
deal longer.” 

The laſt ſermon he heard, before 
that illneſs, was from Dr. G. on Rom. 
iii, 28, 1ſt part, We know that all 
things work together for the good of 
them that love God” and being told 
that he was on another ſubje& the next 
Lord's day, he ſaid, © Then he has 
not gone through the verſe.” And 
being aſked if he remembered that 
Mr. B. preached on the ſame text, he 
1aid “ Yes,” and repeated ſeveral pat- 
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ſages in the ſermon, although it was 
ſome months before; a plain argument 
not only of his being an attentive hear- 


er, but his underſtanding what he 


heard. 


On Jan. 6, 1743, ſome months after 


this, he had another fever, and the Doc- 


tor was greatly afflicted on account of 


his dangerous ſickneſs, But, O my 
God, ſays he, I give him up to thee to 
reſerve him to us, or take him from us, 
as it ſhall pleaſe thee to order i it; and as 
ſhall be moſt for thy glory and his good; 
and I give up myſelf and dear wife to 
thee, to have our wills brought, by the 
gracious workings of thy ſpirit, to an en- 
tire ſubmiſſion to thy ſovereign plea- 


ſure. But, O my heavenly Father, 


with fübmiſſion 1 may, and do, pray for 
his recovery; and I hope I have been 
aſſiſted in praying for it.” On Jan. 8, 
the Doctor gives thanks and praiſe to 
God, for directing and bleſſing his en- 
deav, ours, and for removing the moſt 
chreatning iymptoms, that attended his 
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fever, and prays that God, in mercy to . 


him and to them, would reſtore him to 
health, and graciouſly carry on the work 
of ſaving knowledge, faith -and holineſs 
in his ſoul. 

January 30 was the firſt time, after 
his recovery, of his attending on public 
worſhip, and he then put up a bill, to 
deſire that thanks might be returned to 
God for his mercy to him; and for ought 
I find, he continued in health till July 17, 


when he had a violent fever which car- 


_ ried him off on the third day. This F 


was a great afflition to the Doctor and 
his wife: but, ſays he, © The Lord our 
God is wiſe and gracious even 1n this 
very afflictive diſpenſation of his provi- 
dence.” 

And on December 31, when, accord- 
ing to his uſual cuſtom, the Doctor re- 
viewed the diſpenſations of providence 
throughout the year paſt; he thus ex- 
preſſeth himſelf. « y God, who does 
all things wiſely, and which are beſt, 
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faw fit to put a period to the life of our 
dear boy, Joſeph Vernon ; but he made 
him fit for heaven before he took him 
from the earth. The Lord gave him to 
us, and the Lord hath taken him away 
from us, bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord.” 

In this and ſome other inſtances the 
pious labours of the Doctor were crown- 
ed with ſucceſs, and it was his petition, 
that God would teach him how to inſtruc 
all his ſervants, and other branches of 
his family, and *. per his endeavours for 
the ſalvation of every one of them. But 
alas! ſays he, how have I laboured in 
vain as to ſome!” However, being con- 
cerned to hold in on the way of his duty, 
notwithſtanding all the . 
he met with, he prays in this manner, 
« Let it not, O my God, be ſo now; 
but by the words of the truths of the 
goſpel, which thou ſhalt enable me to 
ſpeak to them; do thou begin a good 
work in every branch of my family, and 
where it is begun carry it on, that we 


AND GODLINESS. 135 


may be one of thy little churches, to the 
praiſe and glory of thy great name, the 
comfort and ſalvation of every one in my 


houſe, and to the joy of my ſoul. Amen, 
for the ſake of jeſus Chriſt. Amen.“ 


2 | 
Oh ! that every one among us, who 
makes a profeſſion of being the diſciple 


of Chriſt, would follow the Doctor's 


example in this. We ſhould not then 
have the. occaſion, there now 1s, for 
praying with the pious Pſalmiſt, Help 

rd, for the godly man ceaſeth, for 
the faithful fail from among the chil- 
dren of men.” Pſal. xii. 1. But we 
might hope to ſee religion flouriſhing 
and prevailing in the nation; and this 
would be a tuken for good, that God 
will cauſe his bleſſing to reſt upon us, 
and make us an happy people. But if 
family religion ſhould be more generally 


neglected than it now is, we ſhall in- 


creaſe unto more ungodlineſs, and then 
we may juſtly fear that ſome dreadful 
| N 2 


136 Tu Powrr or Faitn 
judgment or other will ſuddenly over- 
take us. 

It is not indeed to be expected that 
every one ſhou'd be as capable as the 
Doctor was, of praying with, and teach- 
ing his hauſhould : But if he has not the 
gift of prayer, he may daily uſe a form, 
and read a chapter, or pſalm, in the bi- 
ble; or cauſe it to be read, and on the 
Lord's day evening, ſpend ſome time in 
catechiſing his * children and ſervants, 
and in reading ſome book that is proper 
to teach him, and all under his care, 


good judgment, and knowledge, and to, 
Excite them to a fuitable practice; and he 


may talk to them of the ſermons they 
have heard. An hearty concern for the 


temporal good, and the everlaſting fal- 


vation of himſelf and others, will lead 


every maſter of a family to obſerve | 


theſe things, and with ſeriouſneſs and 
devotion. For godlineſs is profitable 
unto all things, having promiſe of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to 
come : this is a faithful ſaying, and wor- 
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thy of all acceptation. And by the ob- 
ſervance of them he ſhews his love to his 
country, for with the bleſſing of God it 
will be the means of increafing the 
righteous, that glory may dwell in our 
land. I only add, but as for the families 
that call not on the name of the Lord 
he ranks them, itt his word, with the 
heathen who have not known him; and 


threatens to pour out his fury upon 


them. . 

The prophet ſpeaks of three things as 
the ſum of our duty to God, Mic. vi. S. 
He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what 
is good ; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ?” and 
it may very well be ſaid, that it is abſo- 
lutely neceflary that we be found in each 
of theſe duties. But we may conſider 
that, which is laſt mentioned, as the 
principal. For although there are many 
who are concerned to do juſtly, and to 
love mercy, who are far from walking 
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humbly with God; yet there is not one wit 
who is thus walking in ſincerity, who Go 
lives in the known and wilful negle& of wit 
either of theſe duties. And as to each An 
of them the Doctor's Carriage was very the 
| commendable. Go 
if After what has been ſaid of him in ine 
the foregoing pages) it may be ſuffi- of | 
| cient to give this inſtance of his doing of 
| Juſtice, © The executor of one, with aft 
[ whom he had a running accompt, mi: 
brouglit him in a bill, the ſum total of tea 
; which, though conſiderable, was not Viz 
U half of what was due to him, but the han 
| Doctor rectified the miſtake, and paid | 
| him the whole.” —And he gave full Jer 
. proof of his loving merey by communi- hir 
U cating to the poor, © even beyond his wa 
# power,” II. Cor. vin. 3. And he ſpeaks of 
of it as an honour God had done him in Wi 
| uſing him as an inſtrument of relieving all 
| ſome who were much afflicted. WI 
| To walk with God is always to have the 
| bim before us, and, being careful to col 


pleaſe him, to ſeck his fayour. And ſince of 
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without - faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, Heb. xi. 6. that we may walk 
with him, we muſt walk by faith, 
And as the more faith works in vs. 
the more cloſely we ſhall walk with 
God, ſo the more humble we ſhall be 
in our walking with him. The cuunſcl 
of the wicked, who, throvgh the pride 
of their countenance, will not ſeek 
after God, will be far from us, if we 
mix faith with that which the ſcripture 
teaches us, and which reaſon * 8 
viz. that in him we live, move, and 
have our being, Act. xvii. 28. 

This doctrine is plainly taught us in 
Jer. 2. 13, where God firſt ſpeaks of 
himſelf as a fountain, a fountain of living 
waters; a fountain from which ſtreams 
of mercy are continually flowing, and 
will be for ever flowing, for the comfort 
all his fincere ſervants; ſuch ſtreams as 
will quench all their thirſt ; ſatisfy all 
their reaſonable defires, and make them 
completely blefled ; and then he ſpeaks 
of the creatures as ciſterns Which have no 
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water in them, nothing that makes for 
the comfort either of themſelves or o- 
thers, but what comes from God the 
fornain'; and as broken ciſterns, which 
can hold no water, but will immediately 
become dry and uſeleſs, unleſs they are 
continually ſupplied from him. And 
that the Doctor mixed faith with theſe 
truths, may ar from what follows. 
« O my Fs ſays he, wait thou only 
upon God, for my expectation 1s from 
him ; not from my neareſt friend, or 
brother ; ; not from any creature, but 
from his power and kindneſs. In God 
is my falvation, and my glory; the rock 
of my frength and my refuge is in God. 
Truſt in him, O my foul, at all times; 
pour out thy deſires before him.” Al. 
though God had encreaſed his good name 
as a phyfician, having given him a re- 
markable feries of =F yet as he ob- 
ſerves, he had but little profit from his 
practice, for more than two months. 
From this, fays he, I learn that there 
is another thing abſolutely neceſſary to 
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procure me employment, and that is the 
working of divine providence in the minds 
of men, inclining them to make uſe of 
me. And for this, O my God! I ſeek 
to thee, and hope and uſt in thee, and 


alſo for ſucceſs in my practice, and the 


wanted ſupplies by means of it.” And 


of this he was not aſhamed, for a little 
after he adds, © I praiſe and thank thee,. 


O my gracious God + that in kind anſwer 


to my prayers, thou art pleaſed to procure 


employment for me as a phyſician, to 


direct me in adviſing for my patients, and 


to add thy bleſſing to my advices; to 


thee, and to thee == be all the praiſe, 


and glory: Jam only an inſtrument of 
healing thoſe whom thy providence in- 


clines to make ule of me.” 


After the ſame manner the Doctor 
acted in all his affairs, and even as to 
thoſe, the management of which, the. 


generality of chriſtians are apt to leave to 
their own underſtanding. And he ex- 
perienced the good of this practice in 
many inſtances ;- for thus he writes, © I 


ed 
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defire to acknowledge God in all my 
- ways, and he hath inclined me to pray, 
that he will direct my paths; and my 
God does hear and anſwer my petiti- 
ons; and I have often obſerved a won- 
derful influence of divine providence 
in changing my purpoſes. For thoſe, 
which at firſt ſcemed to me to have been 
well adviſed, have been. manifeſted to 
be the contrary, by ſome ſudden altera- 
tions made by providence,” and by means 
thereof, God hath prevented an indirect 
and improper proceeding.“ 3 
If therefore we are inclined and pur- 
poſe to do this or that, we may reaſon- 
ably pray, Lord, do thou direct and 
determine for us whether we ſhall do it 
or not.” And a ſenſe, of this that God 
can, by his providence, or by his fecret 


workings on our minds, fix, or change 


our inclinations and purpoſes, may very 
well engage us to add, And do thou 
lead and diſpoſe us to that which thou 
knoweſt to be the moſt proper.” We are 
not indeed, in any caſe to do that, which 
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appears to us to be unreaſonable, be- 
cauſe, as we fancy, God inclines us to 
do it: But although we are to make uſe 
of our uwn underſtanding, we are not 


to lean to it, as being of itſelf ſufficient - 


to direct our paths, and ſo leave out God, 
and reſtrain prayer before him ; but 
keeping up a lively ſenſe of this, that 
the way of man 1s not in himſelf, and 
that it is not in man that walketh, to di- 


rect his ſteps, Jer. x. 23, we are, after 


the Doctor's example, to commit our 
way unto the Lord, and to truſt and 
hope in him for his direction and bleſſ- 
ing ; incouraged by his promiſe that he 


will bring it to paſs, that is, that all 


things ſhall have a good iſſue, Pſalm 


xxxvii. 6. g 


The more concerned we are to be 


found in this important duty, the more 
careful we ſhall be to walk before the 
Lord unto all pleaſing, and the more 
carefully we thus walk, the brighter and 
more conſtant evidence we are like to 


have of our being among the happy per- 
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' ſons, who have the God of Jacob for 


their help, and whoſe hope is in the 
Lord their God, Pal. cxlvi. 5. It is the 
more defirable to know that we are.thus 
blefied, becauſe, as is obſerved, ver. 9. 
The way of the wicked God turneth 
upſide down.” They may look for hap- 
pineſs, but endleſs miſery will be the 

rtion of their cup, Pſal. xi. 6.” 

If the refore any of my readerscome un- 
der this character, let them ferioufly con- 
fider the Doctor's obſervations on Ezck. 
XXX111. 11, Say unto them, as I live, 
ſaith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the 


wicked turn from his way, and live: 


torn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; 
for why will ye die, O houſe of Ifracl ?” 


The Doctor JO on theſe words, 


and having ſhewn that to dig is to be 
miſerable, and that to live is to be hap- 
Py, he obſerved, Firſt, that the ways of 
fin are the ways of death, and that they 
who will not tarn from them are liable to 


all the effects of God's diſpleaſure, all the 
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evils he hath threatened in his word. 


For by his decree and law, the wages 
of fin is death, Rom. vi. 23, and there 


is no reverſing his decree; no changing 
his law; no preventing the execution of 
his purpoſe. 

But this ſhould not lead the wicked to 
ſay, © Alas for us, there is no hope!” 
For, ſecondly, it is obferved, that 1a the 
way of righteouſneſs there is life; and 


they, who being made ſo free from fin 


as to become ſervants unto God, and 
have their fruit unto holineſs, may look 
for all that happineſs which attends the 
divine favour, all the bleflings he hath 


_ promiſed his people. But they are to 


hope for them, only as the gift of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt their Lord. 

In confirmation of this it is obſerved, 
thirdly, that God hath no pleaſure in 


the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. As 
long as they continue in ſin, God's wrath 


abideth on them; but not being willing 
h O 
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that they ſhould periſn, but come to 
repentance, he hath proclaimed his 
name, © the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long ſuffering and 
abundant in goodneſs and truth, keeping 
mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion and fin, Exod. 6. Dip 4 7 

It is added, © and I will by. no means 
clear the guilty,” meaning thoſe, who 
being holden in the cords of their fins, 
go aſtray in the greatneſs of their folly, 
to the end of their days; and it is certain 
that there is nothing an the nature 
of God, nothing in the redemption 
Chriſt hath wrought out, and nothing in 
the goſpel of our ſalvation, that in the 
leaſt encourages the hopes of ſuch per- 


ſons; no, we muſt turn or die; except 


ve repent we muſt periſp. But when 


the wicked break off their fins by righte- 
ouſneſs, they do the things which pleaſe 
God. And as the righteous Lord loveth 
righteouſneſs, ſo he alſo loveth and will 
bleſs the righteous. For he has made them 


accepted in the beloved, in whom they 
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have redemption through his blood, the 


forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the rich- 
es of his grace, Eph. i. 6, 7. See alſo 
Luke xv. 

Why ſhould we ion the truth of 
theſe y Hoey when it is obſerved, in the 
text, fourthly, that God hath given ns 
not only his word, but his oath to con- 
firm them. © As I live faith the Lord 
God.” And thus by two immutable 


things, in which it is impoſſible for God 


to lie, they may have ſtrong conſolation, 
who have fled for refuge, to lay hold 
on the hope ſet hefore them, Heb. vi. 18. 
The Doctor obſerves, fifthly, that 
ſuch is the mercy of God to the wicked, 
and fuch his concern for their happineſs, 
that he earneſtly preſſes, nay, even en- 
treats and beſeeches“ them to turn from 
their evil ways, that they may live; 
turn ye, tm ye from your evil 
Ways.“ : 


O 2 


II. Cor. 5. 20. As though God did beſeech you 
by us, we pray you, 
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And, laſtly, he obſerves, that the ways 
of the wicked are their folly, becauſe they 


are the ways of death; ſo that all who 


chooſe to walk in theſe ways rather than 
in the way of righteouſneſs, chooſe death 
rather than life; that is, they prefer 
miſery to happineſs ; and the exhortation 
< turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways,” 
thus enforced, for why will ye dic? 
die when ye might liver” is as if it had 
been ſaid, © O ye fools, when will ye 
be wiſe ? Shew yourſelves men ; produce 
your cauſe; bring forth your ſtrong rea- 
ſons, and juſtify your conduct, or take not 
one ſtep more in the ways of fin.” 

If we conſider this queſſion as being 
the ſame as to ſay, © why will you 
chooſe everlaſting puniſhment rather 
than life eternal,” every one who knows 
eth to .refuſe the evil and chooſe the 
good, muſt be ſpeechleſs, and not attempt 
to anſwer. For he muſt own that the whole 
world, all its honours, all its riches, and all 
its pleaſures, will not counterballance the 


loſs of the foul, the loſs of its future and 
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eternal bleſſedneſs, and that fulneſs of 


joy which there is in God's preſence, and 


thoſe inexpreſſible, nay, inconceivable 
pleaſures, which there will be at his 
right hand for evermore; and that it is 
profitable for us to ſuffer any thing here 


rather than be caſt into hell, that ever- 


laſting fire which is prepared for the 
devil and his angels, Mat. xvi. 26, 5, 
29, 30. 


But there are many, ho not only aſſent 
to the truth of theſe doctrines, but look 


on the way of ſin as the way of hell, 


going down to the chambers of death, 
and yet, though walking in this way, they 
flatter themſelves with the hopes of life, 
becauſe they purpoſe to turn from it before 
they die. But, Oh! what riſk. of being 


milcrable-for ever, do ſuch perſons run l 

Conſider the wrath of God abideth on 

you, and you are daily provokin@him to 

wrath, and have reaſon to fear that his 

anger and jealoufy will ſmoke, againſt 

you, and that while you are ſaying peace 
% O 3 
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and ſafety, ſudden deſtruction will come 


upon you, as travail upon a woman. with 
child, and you ſhall not eſcape, I. Thefi 


v. 3- But ſhould God be long ſuffering 
towards you, as by continuing in fin 
you deſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs, 
and treaſure vp unto yourſelves wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and the reve- 
lation of his righteous judgment; ſo you 
rendes your repentance more difficult, 
and more hopeleſs. © Can the Ethio- 
pian, ſays the prophet, change his ſkin, 
and the leopard his ſpots, then may ye 
alſo do good, who are accuſtomed to do 
evil.” Jer. xii. 28. With God, indeed, 
all things are poffible, and ſome have 
been made monuments of grace, who 
were grown old in fin. But ſuch inſtan- 


ces are fo very rare, and there is fo little 


reaſon for your thinking that God will 
deal thils graciouſly with you, that it is 
madneſs to venture your everlaſting ſalva- 
tion on the uncertain hopes of it; and 
it ought to be conſidered, that it is owing 
to the good motions of the Holy Spirit 
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that we have at any time an inclination, 
or defire to turn from our evil ways; 
and as an immediate compliance with his 
motions 1s the way to have them continu- 
ed, ſo the defering this to another time, 
is the way to be deprived of them. For 
it is in effect ſaying to him, © depart from 
us, we deſire not the knowledge of thy 
ways,” arid may juſtly provoke him to 
fay in return, I will no longer ſtrive 
with you; but leave you to walk after 
the imagination of your evil hearts, to 
your utter ruin.” For, as our Lord ob- 
ſerves, © He that hath, ſo as to improve 
it, to him ſhall be given; and he that 
hath not, from him ſha} be taken, even 
that which he hath,” Mark iv. 25. 

The ſcriptures ſpeak of the wicked as 
dead while they live, although they in- 
creale in riches, and withold not their 
hearts from any pleafure, or joy, that the 
things of this world can afford them : 
I. Tim. v. 6. And they alſo teach us to 


look on the righteous as happy, even 


tho' ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake, and 


— 
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plagued all the day long, and chaſtened 
every 2 I. Pet. iii. 14, Pſal. xxxvii. 
and Ixxin. e may therefo: e conſider 
the queſtion in the text as being as much 
as to ſay © Why will ye be miſerable, 
when ye might be happy in the lite that 
now is, as well as in that which is to 
come?“ 

It is ſaid, © But why do you fpeak 
of thoſe as miſerable, who ſpend their 
days in proſperity, and their years in plea- 
ſure ? Are not theſe the people who enjoy 
life? It may be anſwered, © that did 
the wicked 3 and confider how it 


really is with them, it would mar 


all their pleaſures, and ſpoil the reliſh 
of all their enjoyments.” Are not the 
criminals miſcrable, who are condemned 
to die, and have no aſſurance of living a 
week longer? What if they are clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and fare 
ſumptuouſly every day, and are divert- 
ing themſelves with a variety of plea- 
lures; ſhall we call them happy? No, 
we may rather ſay © of their laughter 
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it is mad, and of their mirth what doeth 
it; even in laughter their heart is ſorrow- 
ful, and the end of their mirth is heavi- 
neſs,” Eccl. ii. 2. Prov. xiv. 13, Intoxi- 
cated as they are with ſenſual delights, 
they may ſometimes forget their miſery”; 
but, do what they can, the thoughts of 
it will every now and then return, and 
their pleaſures being interrupted they 
will find trouble and ſorrow. And 
if this be the ' melancholly caſe of thoſe 
who know that they are condemn- 
ed by men who can only kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they 
can do; fear and dread may well fall 
upon the wicked, who have a ſenſe of 
this, that they are condemned by the 
Almighty God, who, after he hath kil- 
led, hath power to caſt into hell, Luke 
xii. 4, 5; and who are ſenſible likewiſe, 
that being ſet in ſlippery places they 
may ſuddenly be caſt down into deftruc- 
tion, and be brought into deſolation as 


in a moment, Pſal, Ixxiu..18. 19. 
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It may- be with them as with men that 
Kindle a fire, and compaſs themſelves 
about with ſparks, and who walk for a 


while in the light of their fire and the 
ſparks they have kindled, they may 


pleaſe themſelves with their own delu- 
ſions and think that they are happy, but 
this may be as water caft on their 
fire, and damp, if not wholly extinguiſh 
it; this, God's having ſaid “ This ſhall 
ve have of mine hand, ye ſhall lie down in 
forrow,” Iſa. I. 11. And it is certain that 
they can have no true and reaſonable en- 
joyment of life, who are not happy in 
life; and how can we look on thoſe as 


happy, who cannot paſs a right judg- 


ment concerning thcir ſtate, and ſeriouſly 
conſider how it really is with them, but 
fearfulneſs may well ſurpriſe them, and 
terrors, the terrors of God fall upon 
them. 

It-may be faid indeed, that the righ- 
teous are ſometimes in great fear and diſ- 
treſs. Thus it was, for inſtance, with 


Job, who thus complains to his friends, 
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chap. vi. 4. The arrows of the Al- 
mighty are within me, the poiſon where- 
of drinks up my ſpirits; the terrors of 
God do ſet — m array againſt 
me.” The like it was with Heman, 
Plal. Ixxxviii. 15, 16, who thus addreſſes 
himſelf to God, While I ſuffer thy ter- 
rors I am diſtracted ; thy fierce wrath 
goeth over me.” But there is this diffe- 
rence in the twocaſes; the wicked are in 
great fear and diſtreſs, from their know- 
ing, and confidering how it 1s with them, 
and from a ſenſe of their miſery ; but it 
is thus with the righteous, becauſe they 
are ignorant of their real ſtate, and fear 
that deſtruction and miſery are in their 
ways, when they have known the way 
of peace, and are walking in it. 


They who fear the Lord, and obey the 


voice of his ſervant, may ſometimes be 
walking in darkneſs and have no light; 
but even in this caſe they are really happy, 
for they have reaſon to truſt in the Lord, 
and to ſtay themſelves upon their God. 


** 
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But that you may ſee who the per- 


ſons are, whether the wicked or the 
righteous, who have the moſt defirable 
enjoyment of life, you need only give 
ſuch an anſwer to the following queſti- 
ons, as reaſon and conſcience may dic- 
tate, Is it not in God, the creator of 
heaven and earth, that we live, move 
and have our being, Act. xvii. 28? Does 
not he form the light, and create darkneſs, 
make peace and create evil? Iſa. xlv. 7. 
Is not life in his favour ? Is not his loving 
kindneſs better than life? Pſal. Ix. 3. If 
God be for us, who can be againſt us? 
Rom. viii. 31. What evils need we fear ? 
but if he be againſt us, who can be for us, 
for what good can we hope? And is not 
God a friend to the righteous ? their God, 
their father, the father of mercies, and 
God of all comfort? And does he not 
pity all them that fear him, like as 
2 father pitieth his children? Pſal. 
ciii. 13. Is it not ſaid, © Blefled is he 
whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, and 
whoſe fin is covered; bleſſed is the man, 
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unto wh om the Lord imputeth not ini- 
quity;“ and is not this the character of 
the perſoa who enjoy s this blegedneſs, 
e in his ſpirit there is no guile?“ Pſal. 
XXXi1. 1. 2. Are not they the righteous 
whom God bleſſoth and compaſſes with 
his favour as with a ſhield ? Pſal. v. 12 

And may we not well look on him 
as bleſſed indeed to whom the almighty 
is thus ſpeaking. © I am with thee, 
and will bleſs thee. Gen. xxvi. 29. B: 
not diſmayed, for I am thy God; I will 


ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 


yea, I will uphold thee with the rizht 
hand of my righteouſneſs ; Ifa. xiv. 10. 
] will never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee ; Heb. xi. 6. but gude thee with 
my counſel, and afterwards receive thee 

o glory; and when fleſh and heart 
dl fail, Twill be the ſtrength of thine 
heart, and thy portion for ever, Pſal. Ixxii. 
25. 26. Be careful for nothing bas to walk 


p tightly, and in every thing, by prayer 


'cn1 Topp! cation, with thankſgiving, let 
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thy requeſts be made unto me; and 
that peace which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing, ſhall keep thy heart and mind 
through Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. iv. 6. 7. Truſt 
in me with all thine heart, and lean not 
to thine own underſtanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge me, and I will 
direct thy paths.” Prov. iii. 5. 6. 

But hath not God ſaid that * there is 
no peace to the wicked? Iſa. xlviii. 21. 
and that unto them are many ſorrows ? 
Pfal. xxxii, 10. Is not his face againſt 
them that do evil, the workers of ini- 
quity ? Pſal. xxxiv. 16. Does not his 
wrath abide on them? John iii. 36. 


And is not God to be feared? Who may 


ſtand in his ſight, when once he js angry 
and ariſeth to judgment? Pfal. Ixx. 7, 9. 
Is he not wiſe in heart, and mighty in 
ſtrength? Who hath hardened himſelf 
againſt him and hath proſpered ? Job. 
ix. 4. Who knows the power of his an- 
ger? Canthe fears of his wrath ever 
riſe too high ? Pſal. xc. 11. Does not evil 
purſue the ſinner? Prov. xitt. 21. And 
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will it not certainly overtake h'm, un- 
leſs he flies for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope ſet before him in the goſpel: ” Heb. 
vi. 18. And when he is doomcd to 
everlaſting puniſhment, Mat. v. 46. 
and when, tor ought he knows, wy 
dreadful ſente nc may be, in good mea 
ſure, executed the next day, or * . 
may he not well be in great fear aid 
diſtreſs? Mat. xxix 26. What erjoy- 
ment of life can a perſon have, who 
knows and confiders that he is in ch 2 
melancholy and mifcrable condition? 
And is it not fact, in many inſtances, 
that they whoſe hearts are not ſo hard- 
ened, by the deceitfulneſs of fin, as to 
be paſt feeling, can have no peace and 
quiet in their minds, unleſs they divert 
themſelves from the thoughts of it? 

We cannot act like men, and as be- 


comes rational creatures, and give a 


right anſwer to theſe and ſuch like queſ- 

tions, but we ſhall be forced to acknow- 

ledge, that it is, and ſhall be, weLL 
P 2 
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with the righteovs, who have many | 68 
afilictions, and ILL with the wicked, is 
although they proſper in the world, {ar 
and have their converſation in the fleſh, of 
fulfilling the deſires of the flcth and of we 
the mind: La. ili. 1 ru 
That it is well with the righteous not- pre 
withſtanding their many aſilictions, may we 
farther appear from conſidering that Hut 
God's afflicting them is an argument UI 
of his affection to them. For hom ane 
the Lord loveth he thaſteneth for their Ju! 
profir, that they may be partakers of his Wit 
holineſs, and that being more like to ack 
God, they may be fitter for his preſence fuſi 
in the other world. No chaſtening for anc 
the preſcnt is joyous, but grievous, for 
nevertheleſs, afterward it yicldeth the leſs 
peaceful fruits of righteouſneſs to them wh 
that are exerciſed thereby, Heb. x. - ven 
-, &c. Thus it was with the Pſalmiſt, we 
« Before I was afflifted J went aſtray, and 
but now bave I kept thy word ; Thon ? 
art good and doeſt good. It is good for the 


me that I have been alliacd, that I 
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might learn thy ſtatutes.” Pfal. cxix. 67, 
68, 71. And Dr. Lobb's obſervation 
is agreeable to this. © Afflictions are 
ſanctified, and proceed from the love 
of God, when they arc fitted to 
work on our moſt predominant cor- 
ruptions, and befall us in the moſt 
proper ſeafon, to prevent ſome fin, 
we are faling into; or recover us 
out of a remils and careleſs ſpirit.— 
When they ſet our. hearts againſt tin, 
and lead us to Juſtify God, as Holy and 
Juſt, wiſe and good. in all his dealings 
with us; and to condemn ourlelves, 
acknowledging that to us belongeth con- 
fuſion of face, becauſe we have finned; 
and that after all that is come upon us 
for our evil deeds, he hath puniſhed us 
leſs than our iniquities deserve, and 
when” they make us more pure and hea- 
venly, more mortified and humble, and . 
we are entirely ſubmiſſive to his will, 
and caſt all our care on him.” 
And the more of the good effect of 
their afflictions the righteous experience, 


162 Tar Powrr or FaiTHhH 


the more they may ordinarily look for 
the conſolations of God, which do not 
a little to ſupport and comfort them 
under all they mect with. When thc 
cry unto him in their trouble, he often 
ſhews himſelt a God hearing prayer. 
And ſometimes delivers them 1o ſudd en- 
ly and uncxpectedly, that their weep- 
ing may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning, Plal.” XXX, g. And 
when ticfr afflictions are grievous, and 
contir ue long, ſo that their feet do well 
nigh flip, and they are ready to be en- 
vious at the fooliſh, when they ſec the 
proſperity of the wicked, the mercy of 
the Lord holds them up, and in the mul- 
titude of their thoughts within them, 1:is 
comforts delight their fouls, Pla. xciv, 18, 
19, and his grace is ſufficicnt for them, 
II. Cor. xi, 9. It is not a little that 
they ſuffer, ſometimes, for righteouſneſs 
lake ; but as the ſufferings of Chriſt 
abound in them, ſo their conſolation 
alſo aboundeth by Chriſt, II. Cor. 
i. 5. And whatever their troubles 
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are, the truly pious have encon ragement 
to wait on God. ſeching his face, hoping 
and truſting en him, For thc Lord is 


£004 to tem that walt for him, to the 


toul that icukith him ;- ard it 1s good 


that a man ſheuld botk hope, and 
quictly wait for the ſalvation of the Lord, 
Lam. iii. 25, 26. 

And it the righteous are ſorrou ing 
and mourning all their Cavs, by reaſon 
of their aflliction, we may ſay that t! cy 
arc bleſſed; for they ſhall be com forted, 
Nlat. v. 4. Great is their reward in 


heaven, ver. 12. They ſhall obtain 


joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and tgh- 


ing ſhall flee away, Ifa. xxxv. 4. Elef- 


ſed is the man that endureth temptation z 
for when he is tricd, he ſhall receive 
the crown of lite, which the Lord hath 
promiſed to them that love hin, Jam. i. 
12. And this may be reaſonably men- 
tioned, as an addition to their preſent 
happineis, becauſe when they have 
the evidence of this, that God remem- 
bers them with his pecuLar favour, they 
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may be filled with peace in believing, 
and abound in hope, through the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xv. 3. 
And greatly rejoice, though now for a 
ſeaſon, it need be, they are in heavi- 
neſs through manitold temptations, 
I. Pet. i. 6. And altho' the things of 
this world fail, and can yield F ic no 
comfort, as when the fig-tree docs not 
bloſſom, and there is no fruit on the 
vines; yet they may rejoice in the Lord, 
and joy in the God of their ſalvation, 
Hab. in. 17, 18. Thus they have rea- 
ſon in whatſoever Nate they are, there- 


with to be content, Phil. iv. 11. 12. and 


a foundation is laid for that peace and 


joy which the world cannot g:ve, John 


xiv. 37, and which no man taketh 
trom them, John xvi. 22. 


But as fas the wicked, neglecting this 


bleſſedneſs, they have neither part nor 
lot in it. And in ſeeking happineſs from 
ſenſual delights and pleaſures, they act 
like thoſe who ſpend their money for 
that which is not bread. and their labour 
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for that which ſatisſictli not. God invites 
them them to cat that which is & 004, 
and to let their ſoul delizht itſelf in ſat- 
neſe, Iſaiah Iv. 2. but a : deceived heart 
having turned them aide, they are fecd- 
ing on aſhes; and cannot deliver thur 
toul, and ſay, is there not a lie in my 
rig br band! ? Ia. xliv. 20. They are ne- 
ccfarily ſirangers to true, well ; groun led 

eace and ſatsfaRian ; and are like the 
troubled ſea when it cannot reſt, whoſe 
waters caſt up mire and dirt, Iſa. Ivii. 
19. 20. 21. They cannot Put be in 
ſome fear and diſtreſs, whenever they 
icriouſly conſider the miſerable ſtare that 
they are in, Iſa. i. 3. But if no fcar in- 
terrupts their pleaſure, it is not in the 
power of the things of this world 
to make them contented and bappy. 
This is the judgment which He pafles 
concerning them, who withheld not his 
heart from any earthly joy, *Behold, all 
was vanity and vexation of ſpirit, and 
there was no profit under the fun” Eccl. 
i, 10, 11. Beſides, the triumphing of 
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the wicked is ſhort, and their joy is but 
for a moment, Job xx. 5. The werd 
paſſeth away, and the luſt thereof; but 
he that dueth the will of God abideth 
for ever, I. John it. 17. The pleaſures 
of itn, therefore, are but for a ſeaſon, 
and the recompence of reward will be 
eternal, Hob. xi. 25. 26. Thus, there- 
tore, God ſpeaks to the finally obſtinate 
and impenitent ſinners, and ſets forth 
the unſpeakable difference there will be 
between them and his peculiar people, 
* Becauſe, when I called, ye did not anſ- 
wer; when I ſpake, ye did not hear; 
but did evil before mine eyes, and did 
chooſe that in wich I delighted not; 
there ſore, thus ſaith the Lord God, Be- 
hold, my ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall 
be hungry; behold, my ſervants ſhall 


drink, but ye ſhall be thirſty - behold, 


my ſervants ſhall ſing for joy of heart, 
but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, 
and ſhall howl for vexation of ſpirit; 
Ha. Ixv. 12, 13, 14. 
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And now let us hear the concluſion of 
the whole matter, Hear God, and «cp 
hFcommandments?. This ie te wit- 
dom, this the intercſt of every nanr If 
we get, and keep VP a ſenſe of this, that 
our fouls being mace free from the do- 
minion of Ga. we have ſaid unto the 
Lord Thou art my Lord”, and if, as 
a proof of this, we have our fruit unto 
holineſs, we way then with reaſon add 
* and thou art the portion of ny inheri- 
tance, and of my cup; thou maintaineſt 
my lot; the lines are fallen to me in 
pleaſant places ; y-a, I have a. goodly 
heritage ; I will Bleſs the Lord who hath 
given me counſel ; becauſe he is at my 
right hand I ſha l never be moved,” 
Pfal. clxii. 5, 6, 8, and then we ſhall 
have that which may well ſupport us un- 
der all our afflictions, and which will 
give a reliſh to the comforts of life. 
When God lifts up the light of his 
countenance upon his ſervants, he puts 
gladneſs in their hearts, more than in 
the ime that their corn and wine in- 
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creaſcth. _ they are ſaving Þ wi! 
l. y me don in peace, and llecp for 
tl.on, Lo! "js only makeſt me dM; in 
ſutcrv, Pal. iv. 6, 75 8. 

Thus it was 105 Poor Lohb, when 
he was in great affliction. His wite 
was dead, and he was in a very ſolitary 
condition, with none but ſervants, and 
la bovring under the infirmiries of old 

age, being, i in his 8 5th year, ſcarce able 
to walk, and frequently afflicted with 

violent fits of the ſtone, and vet he had 
that chæarful heart, which did good like 
a medicine, and (how ed itlelf i in a ſe- 
rene countenance; . an 1 he- was often 
ſpeaking cf, and admiring the goodneſs 
of God to him, that he lived 10 com- 
fortably, and * nothing to make him 
afraid, and he was never - heard to mur- 
mut or complain of the dealings of God 
with him. One morning, den a 
month before he died, he was ſpeak- 
ing of his being firangely low-ſpir- 


ted, but I know not, jays he, what 
ſhould be the reaſon of it; my good 
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maſter will not let his old ſervant want 
tor any thing in this world, and I have 
a well-grounded hope, through grace, 
of being happy in the other. Mark 
the pertect man, and bchold the up- 
right; for the end of that man is peace, 
al. XXXVil. 37. 


The END. 
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6. Letters on the Sacred Predictions ; 
Proper! for the conſideration of all forts 
of 3 eſpecially, when in danger 
of public calamities; ſhewing the events 
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ſome perſons have reaſon to fear, and 
thole for which others have reaſon to 
hope. Price 3s. 6d. 

7. Letters concerning the Plague; 
ſhewing the means to preſerve people 
from infection, and to alter the quality 
of infectious air; and directing the con- 
duct of thoſe who attend on the lick. 
Price 6s. 

S. A Treatiſe on the Small Pox in its 
various kinds: Recoi.mended by Dr. 
Poerhaave. Price 58. 

. Rational Methods of curing Fevers. 

10. Medical Practice in curing Fevers 
excmpliticd 1 in many Caſes. 

11. A Treatiſe on Diſſolvents of the 
Stone, and curing thet and the Gout by 
A. 


A Treatiſe on Painful Diſtem- 


ny 4 1cir Cauſes and Remedics. 


FA . of the Practice 
of Phyfic. Price 18. 64. 


14. General Medical Principles and 
Cautions, in three parts; founded on 
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facts, ſuppotted by reafon, and confir m- 
ed by CXPETICNCE. Price 4s. 6d. 

15. NIEDICINAL LETTERS, in 
two parts. Part I. contains letters on 
miſcellaneous ſubjects, for removing va- 
rious diforders from human > Oclies, any 
for the preſervation oi f he: :[th. Part II. 
contains Letters on the moſt frequent 
dangerous diſcaſes incident tw infants 
and children, men and women; wit! 
direchons for. the management of hs 
fick, and making mcdicines for the cure 
of the ſeveral diſcaſes. Intended chief 2 
ly for the benefit of thoſe poor familic 
which can neither have the advice of 
phyſician, nor the attendance of an 
a pothecary. Price 1s. 
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